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Lebanon  missionaries 
say  no  time  to  cry 


Aaron  Sacco,  7,  leans  against  his  mother,  Linda  Sacco,  as  his  family  stands  in  line 
to  go  through  customs  upon  arrival  in  Cyprus  from  Beirut,  Lebanon.  His  father.  Mack 
Sacco.  \was  the  business  manager  for  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in' Lebanon  before 
They  left  in  late  February  in  compliance  with  a  U  S,  government  order.  The  Saccos, 
from  McAlester.  Okla  .  had  their  two  youngest  children  with  them  in  Beirut.  Annika, 
their  next  youngest,  is  9.  Three  grown  children  are  in  the  United  States.  (BP)  PHOTO 
By  Joanna  Pinneo  •  — 


.LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  Bill 
Trimble  and  other  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  who  evacuated  to 
Cyprus  have  been  so  busy  they 
“haven’t  had  time  to  think”  about 
their  feelings  on  Lebanon. 

Fifteen  missionaries  came  to 
Cyprus  “numb,”  as  Nancie  Wingo  put 
it  in  late  February. 

For  three  weeks  before  evacuation, 
they  put  in  long  hours  turning  over 
their  responsibilities  to  Lebanese 
Baptists,  packing  their  belongings 
and  saying  goodbye  to  friends  and 
neighbors. 

All  the  while,  they  had  hoped  the 
U.S.  government  would  respond 
positively  to  their  plea  for  exemptions 
to  its  order  that  all  .Americans  leave 
the  country. 

And  for  at  least  three  missionaries, 
their  last  days  in  Lebanon  were  mark¬ 
ed  by  close  calls  with  the  violence  of 
civil  war  now  in  its  12th  year. 

The  last  four  missionary  couples  in 
Lebanon,  along  witlr  a  missionary 
retiree,  are  scheduled  to  leave  there 
the  first  week  of  March. 

Trimble,  chairman  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Lebanon,  said  it  was  with 
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Leonard  Swenson,  left,  of  Boscobel,  Wise  ,  greets  Southern'  Baptist  complied  with  a  U.S.  government  order  to  leave 
Baptist  misaonary  David  L  Swenson,  his  son,  upon  the  Svven-  Lebanon  Swenson,  a  native  of  Beirut,  lived  in  Duluth.  Minn.,  /uinou 
sons  arrival  in  Cyprus  from  Beirut,  Lebanon.  David  was  ac-  before  missionary  appointment.  His  wife,  born  inAnntmiia-,..— oc 
companied  by  his  wife,  Joyce,  and  their  two  children,  Kari,  4,  Md..  considers  Newpo40IITNIIIi>MillH^^ 
and  Tarik  David.  2.  The  missionaries  came  out  as  Southern  By  Joanna  Pinneo 


By  Art  Toalston 

“the  Lord’s  strength  that  we’ve  been 
able  to  keep  going  day  and  night.” 
Trimble,  dean  of  students  at  Arab 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  has 
worked  in  Lebanon  25  years. 

Wingo  has  not  shed  an  abundance 
of  tears  over  ending  her  17  years  of 
teaching  at  Beirut  Baptist  School.  “We 
were  just  trying  fd'cope  with 
.  everything  else,”  she  said.  . 

Mack  Sacco,  treasurer  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  mission  in  Lebanon  since  1971, 
remembers  “waking  up  at  2, 3, 4  in  the 
morning  just  to  think  through  the 
things  to  do  the  next  day.” 

At  least  one  evacuee  welcomed  the 
move.  Susan  White.  3-year-old  adopted 
daughter  of  Gary  and  Jerree  White, 
likes  Cyprus  “because  there  are  no 
boom-booms.” 

“If  it  is  to  punish 
Lebanon,  we  are  sorry, 
because  Lebanon  is  dying. 
Punishment  is  not  ap¬ 
propriate  for  the  dying.” 

Five  days  before  they  left  Lebanon, 
the  Whites  attended  a  farewell  dinner 
at  a  Maronite  Catholic  school  where 
White  had  coached  three  basketball 
teams.  On  their  way  home,  artillery 
fire  broke  out  between  warring  militia 
groups.  ‘A  shell  landed  several  hun¬ 
dred  feet  in  front  of  their  car,  causing 
a  few  moments  of  deafness  but  no 
other  injuries.  - 

White  wheeled  the  car  toward  a 
nearby  apartment  building  where 
TVimble  and  his  wife.  Vivian,  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  David  and  Maxine  King 
have  lived.  The  three  families  spent 
two  and  one-half  hours  in  the  base¬ 
ment  before  they  f^lt  safe  to  come  out. 

Five  windows  in  Wingo’s  apartment 
in  West  Beirut  were  shot  out  while  she 
was  away.  Tb  cross  the  street  from  the 
school,  she  had  to  run  to  avoid  possi¬ 
ble  sniper  fire.  She  slept  in  the  apart¬ 
ment  hallway,  with  doors  to  the 
various  rooms  shut. 

The  fighting  closed  school  for 
several  days,  denying  Wingo  her  final 
goodbyes  to* the  school's  950  students 
and  50  teachers.  She  does  not  know  if 
or  when  her  belongings  can  be  ship¬ 
ped  from  West  Beirut. 

As  they  left  Beirut,  missionaries 
adopted  a  statement  drafted  by  Jim 
Ragland,  superintendent  of  ^irut 
Baptist  School  for  more  than  30  years, 
and  Frances  Fuller,  a  24-year  mis¬ 
sionary  veteran  who  directs  the  y\rab 
Baptist  FAjblication  Center. 

missionaries  note  they  are  leav¬ 
ing  Lebanon  “in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  U.S.  government.” 
Although  their  tenure  in  Lebanon 
g(|||^  from  30-plus  years  to  less  than 
l.'.u  All  of  us  feel  that  our  hearts  have 
been  torn  out  and  left  in  Lebanon 


“We  do  not  fully  understand  the  in¬ 
tention  of  our  government  in  forcing 
us  to  go,”  the  statement  continued.  “If 
it  is  to  protect  us,  we  are  dismayed, 
because  ...  we  have  lost  our  right  to 
obey  (iod  as  we  understand  his  will  for 
us. 

“If  it  is  to  piAish  Lebanon,  we  are 
sorry,  because  Lebanon  is  dying. 
F*unishment  is  not  appropriate  for  the 
dying.  The  dying  need  urgent  and  in¬ 
tensive  care.  We  believe  that  our 
educational  and  spiritual  and 
benevolent  work  is  part  of  that  care. 
We  are  sure  that  punishment,  revenge 
and  isolation  are  not  the  answers  to 
Lebanon’s  problems.” 

The  missionaries  urged  “a  policy  of 
fairness  and  compassion”  toward 
Lebanon,  “a  policy  which  will  attempt 
to  remove  the  causes  of  terrorism  and 
to  heal  the  wounds  of  Lebanon.” 

Tb  the  Lebanese,  the  missionaries 
promised  to  “come  again,  as  soon  as 
we  are  permitted,  to  share  your  life 
and  reclaim  our  hearts.” 

,\one  of  the  missionaries  speculated 
when  they  might  return  to  Lebanon. 
Several  expect  assignments  in  other 
countries.  U.S.  Embassy  officials  in 
Beirut  told  Trimble  the  order  will  ' 
stand  for  at  least  one  year.  The 
families  will  live  temporarily  in 
Cyprus. 

.Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  Foreign 
.Mission  Board. 
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Deborah  Futrell,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  from  Agency,  Mo.,  sits  surround¬ 
ed  by  the  missionaries'  luggage  after  ar¬ 
rival  in  Cyprus  from  Beirut,  Lebanon  Her 
husband.  Russell,  of  Pineville.  La.,  taught 
in  Beirut  before  a  U.S.  government  order 
forced  missionaries  to  leave  in  late 
February  and  ftarly  March  (BP)  PHOTO 
BY  Joanna  Pinneo  ' 
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Editorials 


by  Don  McGregor 


Winning  America 


Southern  Baptists  are  in  the  midst  however,  we  give  more  back  to  the  Montana  and  other  western  states  and  = - - - — f  \ 

of  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis-  Home  Mission  Board  than  we  use  of  are  being  supported  to  some  extent  by  /  fjt  \ 

sions,  and  the  week  will  culminate  Home  Mission  Board  funds.  This  is  no  Home  Mission  Board  funds. 

Sunday  with  Home  Missions  Day  in  attempt  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  -  In  the  cores  of  the  great  cities  such  * 

the  Sunday  School.  what  is  accomplished  by  Home  Mis-  as  New  York;  Chicago;  Los  Angeles;  \ 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  sion  Board  money  in  Mississippi,  but  San  FYancisco;  Oakland,  Calif.;  and  \  <  r  ^  J 

Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions,  it  one  of  the  most  exciting  aspects  is  the  Miami  home  missionaries  are  at  n, 

is  also  the  time  that  churches  all  world  mission  field  that  comes  to  our  work.  They  are  working  in  the  jails  M  Jl 

across  the  nation  and  in  the  territories  doorstep  as  ships  from  all  over  the  and  the  prisons  and  wherever  they  are  .  . . *  “  L,  Si  * 

and  even  in  Canada  are  taking  up  the  world  stop  in  at  our  ports  on  the  Gulf,  needed.  And  their  ranks  are  growing.  .  U  |  ”**»'- T,"„  „  ' 

annual  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of-  All  across  the  nation  our  Home  Mis-  As  Bold  Mission  Thrust  moves  along,  ^  I 

fering  for  Home  Missions.  sion  Board  funds  are  at  work.  Not  all  we  are  increasing  the  size  of  our  home  ^  m  i  'i'Z'T'"' 

In  many  instances  home  missions  of  this  money  comes  from  the  Annie  missions  force.  A.  "  . 

work  is  tough,  hard,  thankless  work.  Armstrong  Offering,  of  course.  The  The  Master  said  to  witness  in 

Yet  home  missionaries  are  some  of  other  half  comes  from  the  Jerusalem,  Judea,  and  Samaria  as  '  ^  .'iFwi.'; . 

our  greatest  heroes  of  the  faith.  They  'Cooperative  Program.  In  Mississippi,  well  as  the  rest  of  the  world.  AF  *)IF1F 

work  in  inner  cities  where  sometimes  on  a  $100  home  missions  project,  the  Jerusalem,  Judea,  and  Samaria  are  vvlTlll  ill  vl  iHIL 

they  face  even  physical  danger.  Much  state  puts  up  $60  and  the  HMB  puts  up  our  home  mission  fields.  Our  witness  Cawinr  Adtits  jKi  the  Chavhes 

of  their  work  is  with  people  who  have  $40.  is  necessary.  lOQZ  tooT 

been  left  by  the  wayside  in  the  frenzy  In  some  <rf  the  states  where  the  state  He  said  not  to  try  it  without  the  help  l98o"l987 

of  modern  living.  Much  of  it  is  with  convention  work  is  not  as  strong  as  it  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  that’s  where 

people  who  do  not  have  the  monetary  is  in  Mississippi,  the  state  puts  up  $5  the  prayer  comes  in.  We  cannot  do  an 

means  to  cope  with  the -frenzy  of  for  every  $95  contributed  by  the  HMB.  effective  job  of  witnessing  without 

modern  living.  Then,  of  course,  the  contributions  of  prayer.  And  the  effectiveness  of  those  - 

The  goal  for  the  offering  this  year  the  stronger  states,  such  as  Mississip-  'fhissionaries  whom  we  send  out  is 
is  $37.5  million.  It  is  definitely  a  need  pi,  make  up  the  difference.  So  ours  is  directly  related  to  our  prayer  Missionary  Union  and  the  and  17.  The  annual  Baptist  Men’s  Con- 

by  the  Home  Mission  Board,  for  that  truly  missions  giving.  ministry.  Brotherhood.  That  statement  brings  ference  is  at  .  Parkway  Church, 

amount  of  money  is  about  half  of  the  In  the  western  states,  where  Bap-  And  our  efforts  will  be  enhanced  if  to  mind  that  also  in  March  these  two  Jackson,  March  21. 
annual  budget.  tists  are  not  as  plentiful  as  they  are  we  take  advantage  of  missions  educa-  organizations  are  having  their  annual  March  is  home  missions  month. 

And  the  money  is  used  to  some  ex-  here,  the  money  is  used  to  strengthen  tion  that  is  available  through  par-  meetings.  The  WMU  annual  meeting  Home  Missions  work  is  vital  to  the 

tent  in  Mississippi.  In  Mississippi,  the  work.  Many  Mississippians  are  in  ticipating  in  the  work  of  the  Woman’s  is  at  First  Church,  Gulfport,  March  16  winning  of  the  world. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

Lottie  Moon  Offering  celebration 


Gambling  still  alive 


Two  gambling  bills  are  still  alive  at  commission  for  pari-mutuel  betting 
this  writing,  though  the  fate  of  both  on  horse  racing  in  Jackson  and  1\mica 
could  be  determined  bef(H%  this  paper  counties  if  the  voters  of  those  counties 
reaches  the  homes.  should  vote  to  do  so.  If  that  bill  should 

Both  bills  are  in  the  Senate  Finance  pass  the  Senate  and  the  voters  of  those 
Committee  at  this  writing.  They  are  two  counties  should  vote  to  establish 
bills  approved  by  the  House  and  sent  the  commissions,  then  th^entire  state 
to  the  ^nate.  The  Finance  Commit-  would  be  saddled  with  pari-mutuel 
tee  will  have  either  approved  or  kill-  gambling  on  the  say-so  of  the  voters 
ed  the  bills  by  Tuesday  of  this  week,  of  two  counties. 

If  they  have  been  approved,  then  they  A  companion  bill,  HB  121,  died  in 
will  have  to  be  act^  on  by  the  full  the  House.  It  is  the  bill  that  would 
Senate  by  Thursday  of  next  week.  have  determined  what  to  do  with  the 
Therefore  there  is  time  to  act  to  en-  money  made  from  gambling,  but  it 
courage  the  Senate  to  vote  against  could  be  resurrected  this  year  by  a 
these  two  bills  if  they  should  show  up  two-thirds  vote  or  brought  back  next 
on  the  floor.  year  on  a  simple  majority. 

One  is  HB  120,  a  bill  that  would  set  The  other  bill  still  alive  is  HB  717, 
up  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  which  would  allow  any  nonprofit  civic, 

educational,  or  religious  organization 
to  run  a  bingo  parlor  and  hold  bingo 
games. 

Bingo  at  nonprofit  civic  organiza- 
O  W  tion  meetings  would  be  bad  enough. 

Once  gambling  gets  it  nose  in  the  tent, 
we  can  expect  the  whole  animal 
before  very  much  longer.  What  we 
adults  in  today’s  churches.  don’t  need  at  all  is  gambling  at  school 

The  fourth  and  final  special  em-  functions  and  in  churches, 
phasis  of  the  year’s  observance  will  be  This  is  a  foot-in-the-door  or  nose-in- 
a  study  during  August,  1987,  of  the  the-tent  bill.  If  it  is  approved,  the 
book.  Coming  of  Age:  Senior  Adults  gambling  supporters  will  be  back  with 
and  the  Churches,  written  by  Horace  a  larger  agenda  as  quickly  as  they  feel 
L-  Kerr.  it  would  be  profitable  for  them. 

Jack  Gulledge  is  editor  of  Mature  Mississippi  Baptists  should  write 
Living,  publication  of  the  Family  their  senators  at  once  at  Box  1018, 
Ministry  Department  of  the  Sunday  Jackson,  MS  39205.  The  telephone 
School  Board.  number  is  948-7321. 


By  David  Spencer 

Last  fall  our  church  adopted  a  goal  Ann  Lee,  “Stay  on  the  job  in  Paris,  are  out  there  by  yourselves!  The  Lord 
of  $15,500  for  the  1986  Lottie  Moon  Of-  even  though  it  is  one  of  the  most  dif-  is  with  you  and  this  church 
fering  for  Foreign  Missions.  As  you  ficult  fields  in  the  world!  We  will  con-  remembers  you  daily.  Stay  on  the  job. 
probably  know,  this  annual  emphasis  tinue  the  support.”  We  say  to  Dan.  We’ll  support  you  from  this  side  of  the 
by  Sou^ern  Baptists  produces  the  Sharon,  and  the  Bradley  children,  ocean.” 

world’s  largest  freewill  offering  every  “Keep  up  the  good  work  in  Kenya!  And  to  the  other  thousands  of  our 
year.  We’re  behind  you,  and  we  want  you  to  soldiers  of  the  cross  in  scattered 

This  one  offering  covers  one-half  of  feel  that  your  support  is  secure!  ”  We  places  around  the  globe,  we  still  pro- 
the  annual  budget  of  the  Foreign  Mis-  say  to  Bill  and  Carolyn  Smith,  “We  ap-“  mise  you  what  the  first  Baptist  sup- 
sion  Board  Hence  we  strongly  en-  preciate  your  dedicated  service  in  porters  of  missions  promised  to 
courage  giving  to  this  offering  each  Brazil.  Stay  on  the  job!”  We  say  to  A1  William  Carey,  “We’ll  hold  the  ropes 
year.  Not  one  penny  of  this  offering  and  Emily  Green  and  children  in  if  you’ll  venture  to  go  down.”  Our  peo- 
stays  in  the  local  church  or  the  state  Argentina,  “Your  friends  here  at  Long  pie  are  holding  the  ropes.  God  bless 
convention.  It  is  used  solely  for  world  Beach  still  support^ou!”  We  say  to  you  all! 

missions.  It  may  well  be  the  most  im-  Tony  and  Karen  Gray  and  girls  in  David  Spencer  is  pastor  of  First 
portant  thing  we  do  together  as  South  Brazil,  “We  have  not  forgotten  Church.  Long  Beach.  This  is  a  letter 
Southern  Baptists.  you.  We  still  pray  for  you,  and  we  still  written  to  members  of  the  church 

Today  I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  give  generously  to  your  support  ”  We  after  the  1986  Lottie  Moon  offering 
that  your  church  has  surpassed  the  say  to  Mike  and  Lynn  Hutchinson  in  goal  was  surpassed.  The  same  prin- 
goal  of  $15,500!  Because  of  your  love  Togo,  “There’s  never  a  day  when  you  ciple  works  for  home  missions, 
for  missions,  your  desire  to  see  the  * 

Lord’s  Great  Commission  fulfilled,  m  ^  ^1  I  I  I  ^  ^ 

and  your  sacrificial  giving,  we  are  Vl?  Ill  I  wl  II  V 

able  to  celebrate  this  victory  in  the 

fellowship,  “lb  God  be  the  glory,  great  ^  By  Jack  Gulledge,  Editor 

things  He  has  done!”  Sunday,  May  3,  1987,  has  been  many  churches,  senior  adults  serve  as 

The  cause  of  world  missions  is  alive  desienated  as  Senior  Adult  Dav  in  worshin  leaders  in  the  mnmino  nnH 
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Jones  County  tornado  damages  two  Baptist  churches 


By  Don  McGregor 

At  least  one  Baptist  died  and  pro¬ 
bably  more  than  25  Baptists  were  in¬ 
jured  when  a  tornado  swept  through 
rural  Jones  County  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  according  to  Maurice  Flowers, 
director  of  missions  for  Jones 
Association. 

The  one  known  Baptist  death  was  a 
14-year-old  boy.  Dale  Smith,  a 
member  of  Highland  Church. 
Highland  Church  was  not  damaged,' 


but  the  boy  had  gone  to  spend  the 
night  with  a  friend  who  lived  in  the 
Glade  Community.  When  the  storm 
hit  the  boys  left  the  mobile  home  and 
went  to  a  car  parked  outside.  The  car 
was  thrown  into  a  tree,  and  the  Smith 
boy  was  killed. 

Flowers  did  not  know  of  any  other 
Baptist  deaths  on  Sunday  night,  and 
the  Baptist  Record  was  unable  that 
night  to  contact  the  pastors  of  the 
three  churches  where  damage  oc- 
cured.  Two  of  the  three  phones  were 


out  of  service.  Two  churches,  Glade 
Church  and  Lawn  Haven  Church, 
were  damaged.  At  Bethlehem  Church 
the  pastor’s  home  was  destrc^ed.  The 
homes  of  the  pastors  of  the  other  two 
churches  were  also  heavily  damaged. 
The  two  churches  were  badly  damag¬ 
ed  but  reparable.  Flowers  said. 

At  least  seven  people  died  in  the 
storm,  and  more  than  100  were  in¬ 
jured.  Flowers  said  that  with  the  Bap¬ 
tist  population  being  25  percent  of  the 
total,  it  could  be  expected  that  at  least 


25  of  the  injured  were  Baptists. 

Before  the  storm  the  two  damaged 
buildings  had  four  pillars  in  front 
holding  up  the  rools,  Flowers  said. 
After  the  storm  each  building  had  one 
pillar  remaining.  The  roofs  were 
propped  up,  however,  and  remaining 
.  in  place,  he  said. 

While  there  was  heavy  damage  to 
the  churches.  Flowers  said  that  they 
probably  would  be  able  to  hold  ser¬ 
vices  in  other  parts  of  the  buildings. 
The  steeple  was  tom  off  of  the  Glade 


Church  and  the  steeple  was  damaged 
on  the  Lawn  Haven  Church. 

Flowers  described  the  area  as 
disastrous. 

The  Glade  Church  pastor  is  Charles 
Davis;  and,  ironically,  the  Methodist 
pastor  in  the  Glade  area  was  the  same 
name.  The  Baptist  Record  spoke  with 
the  wife  of  the  Methodist  pastor.  The 
Lawn  Haven  pastor  is  Evon  Ingram. 
At  Bethlehem  the  pastor  is  Valton 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


North  Delta  dedicates  facilities 

The  North  Delta  Baptist  Association  has  moved  to  its  new  facilities  at  2800  Fourth 
Street  Extended  in  Ctarksdale.  Dedication  of  the  new  facilities  and  open  house  were 
held  Feb.  8,  at  which  more  than  250  people  were  in  attendance. 

Tommy  Tutor,  pastor  of  Oakhurst  Church  and  moderator  of  the  association,  presid¬ 
ed  over  the  Dedication  Service.  Director  of  Missions.  M.  C.  Johnson  presented  the 
historical  perspective  of  the  building  and  the  challenge  to  the  future  of  the  work.  20 
of  the  23  churches  in  the  association  were  represented,  as  well  as  several  churches 
in  Tallahatchie  Association  (which  is  also  served  by  Johnson.)  Representing  the  city 
of  Clarksdale  was  Mayor  John  Mayo.  Also  in  attendance  was  State  Representative 
Delma  Furniss  and  Senator  Malcolm  Mabry,  as  well  as  Ray  Grissett  and  Richard 
Alford  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
The  new  facilities  contain  some  8,400  sq.  ft.  of  space  which  will  provide  for  new 
and  expanded  office  space,  small  conference  room  and  large  assembly  area,  arnf 
about  5,000  sq.  ft.  will  house  the  Ministry  Center  work 
Recently  joining  Johnson  (center,  above)  on  the  staff  of  the  North  Delta  Baptist 
Association  as  director  of  the  Ministry  Center  is  Jim  Harris.  The  new  office  secretary 
is  Mrs.  Sherry  Phillips. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptists’  roadmap  for 
ministry  during  the  last  decade  of  the 
century  gained  tentative  approval 
during  the  denomination’s  February 
Executive  Committee  meeting. 

The  committee  unanimously  ap^ 
proved  themes  and  goals  for  the 
1990-2000  phase  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust,  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  plan  to  present  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  the  whole  world  by  the  end 
of  the  century. 

The  themes  and  goals  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  messengers  to  the  SBC  an¬ 
nual  meeting  next  summer  in  St. 
Louis.  If  approved,  they  will  provide 
guidelines  for  leading  the  ministry  of 
the  convention’s  37,000  participating 
churches,  37  state  conventions,  21 
agencies  and  institutions  and 
7,000-plus  missionaries. 

Themes  for  the  decade  have  been 
divided  into  two  majw  groups.  “Share 
Heritage  and  Hope  ...”  is  the  theme 
for  1990-95,  with  annual  themes  of 
“Extend  Christ’s  Mission,”  1990-91; 
“Embrace  God’s  Word,”  1991-92; 
“Equip  Believers,”  1992-93;  “Serve  in 
Christ’s  Spirit,”  1993-94;  and 


By  Marv  Knox 

1995-2000,  with  annual  themes  of  “Live 
God’s  Word.”  1995-96;  “Share  Christ’s 
Love,”  1996-97,  “Grow  in  Spiritual 
Power,”  1997-98.  “Follow  (Christ’s  Ser-, 
vant  Example,”  1998-99;  and  “To  the 
End  of  the  Age.”  1999-2000. 

Goals  for  the  decade  are: 

—  Baptisms:  2.1  million  during 
1990-95  and  2.5  million  dunng  1995- 
2000. 

—  Congregations:  45,000  total  chur¬ 
ches  and  church-type  missions  by 
1995  ;  50,000  by  2000. 

—  Worship:  An  average  mo ning 
worship  attendance  equal  to  5  ;)er- 
cent  of  resident  membership  ana  an 
average  evening  worship  attendance 
equal  to  30  percent  of  resident 
membership  by  1995  ;  60  percent  in 
morning  worship  and  35  percent  in 
evening  worship  by  2000. 

—  Bible  study:  11  million  Sunday 
School  members  by  1995 ;  13  million 
2000. 

—  Discipleship:  2.5  million  church 
training  members  by  1995  ;  3  million 
by  2000. 

—  Missions  education:  2  million 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  and 


—  Stewardship:  $12  billion  in  annua, 
unctesignated  church  receipts  by  1995, 
$20  billion  by  20UU. 

—  Home  missionaries-  4,500  by 
1995  ;  5,000  by  2000. 

—  Foreign  missionaries:  4,800  by 
1995  ;  5,600  by  2000. 

—  Missions  volunteers :  350.000  total 
home  and  foreign  missions  volunteers 
for  1990-95;  400,000  during  1995-2000 

—  Missions  support:  $1  billion  con 
tributed  to  the  SBC  Cooperative  Pro 
gram  unified  budget  in  1995;  $2.? 
billion  in  2000 

—  .C.ssociational  missions:  Each 
churcr  giving  to  associational  'mis¬ 
sions  on  a  percentage  basis 
throughout  the  period. 

Responding  to  a  change  made  iast 
summer  in  SBC  Bylaw  32,  Represen¬ 
tation  from  Qualified  States  and  Ter¬ 
ritories,  the  Executive  Committee 
voted  to  recommend  six  states  and/or 
territories  for  upgraded  representa¬ 
tion  on  convention  committees,  in¬ 
stitutions,  and  agencies. 

With  membership  between  15,000 
and  20,000,  the  Alaska  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  (19.142  members),  Nevada  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (19,228),  New  Englana 


Executive  Committee  OKs  map: 

Bold  Mission  Thrust 
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Interim  president  is  named 


“Evangelize  the  Lost,”  1994-95.  “Go 
Make  Disciples”  is  the  theme  for 


Brotherhood  members  by  1995  ;  2.3  Baptist  Convention  ( 16,844  )j  Baptist 
million  members  by  2000.  (Continued  on  page  10) 


at  Ruschlikon  Seminary 


RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  (BP) 
—  Guenter  Wagner,  professor  of  New 
l^tament  at  Ruschlikon  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  has  been  nam¬ 
ed  interim  president  of  the  institution. 

J.  Altus  Newell,  president  of  the 
seminary  the  past  two  years,  will 
leave  the  post  March  10  to  become 
pastor  of  the  Dawson  Memorial 
Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  Newell 
is  a  native  of  Meridian. 

Wagner  has  been  a  Ruschlikon 
faculty  member  since  1958.  On  two 
pricM'  occasions,  in  1972  and  in  1982,  he 
was  Ruschlikon’s  interim  president. 
He  was  named  to  the  post  by  the 


seminary’s  executive  board  in  late 
January. 

Ruschlikon  has  “a  record  of  seven 
presidents  over  the  past  10  years,” 
Wagner  said,  noting  he  hopes  ap¬ 
propriate  changes  can  be  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  interim  period  to  make  the 
seminary  president’s  workload  more 
manageable.  Such  changes  might 
allow  the  president  to  tackle  “the  con¬ 
structive  day-to-day  work”  yet  “still 
see  tomorrow.” 

Knud  Wuempelmann,  general 
secretary  of  the  European  Baptist 
Federation,  is  heading  a  search  com¬ 
mittee  for  Newell’s  successor. 


First  annual  broadcasting  meeting 
will  be  held  April  11  in  Jackson 


The  first  annual  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Broadcasting  meeting  will  be 
held  Saturday,  April  11,  10  a.m.-2:30 
pm.,  at  Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  for 
those  Mississippi  Baptists  who  are  in¬ 
volved  in  broadcasting  on  radio, 
television,  or  cable,  or  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  being  a  part  of  the 
meeting. 

The  purpose  of  Mississippi  Baptists 
in  Broadcasting  is  for  fellowship,  in¬ 


spiration,  recognition,  support,  and 
training.  The  group  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  the  Department  of  Broadcast 
Services  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the 
meeting  will  be  an  awards  presenta¬ 
tion  to  recognize  those  who  are  doing 
outstanding  work  in  radio,  television, 
and/or  cable  Participants  are  invited 
to  send  entrees  in  by  March  15, 1987. 


Awards  will  be  given  in  the  following 
categories : 

1.  Best  Program  One  award  for 
television  and  one  for  radio  in 
each  category.  Total  of  six 
awards.) 

A.  Missions/Evangelism 

B.  Church  Musicals 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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coalitions 


Peace  Committee 


V,  By  Dan  Martin 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Vestal  added;  “It  violates  the  be  used  in  that  way.”  satisfactory  that  is  is  the  issue.”  Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of  First  Bap- 

Political  coalitions  in  the  Sou^ern  essence  of  what  congregational  poli-  He  also  repeated  his  pledge  to  ap-  The  chairman  said  there  had  been  tist  Church  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said 
Baptist  ponvention  are  “inap-  ty  is.  If  that  kind  of  politics  exist^  in  point  “the  best  Baptists  I  know,  in-  questions  about  what  the  Glorieta  the  Peace  Committee  felt  the  Glorieta 

propriate”  and  “intmoral,”  and  will  pj^st  Baptist  CIhurch  of  Midland,  it  tellectually,  morally,  spiritually.  Statement  in  reference  to  Scripture  Statement  “was  a  very  fine  state- 

"d«troy”  the  convention,  Peace  Ck)m-  would  be  only  a  short  time  before  denominationally  and  doctrinally.  I  means.  “Speaking  as  an  individual  I  ment,”  but  added  “two  of  the 

mittee  member  Daniel  Vestal  told  a  (we)  split.  The  fellowship  would  be  would  not  appoint  anybody  to  can  say  what  it  means  to  me.  That  presidents  have  backtracked  from  it.” 

meeting  of  Baptist  journalists.  destroyed;  we  would  lose  our  vision;  anything  who d^  not  believe  that  the  statement, ‘not  errant  in  any  area  of  He  mentioned  Roy  Lee  Honeycutt, 

Vestal,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  our  purpose  would  be  gone  and  we  Bible  has  truth  without  any  mixture  reality,’  does  not  mean  that  the  Bible  president  of  Southern  Seminary  in 

Church  of  Midland,  Texas,  told  the  would  be  consumed  in  infighting.  of  error  for  its  matter.”  is  complete  and  exhaustive  in  every  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Randall  Lolley, 

journalists  he  was  “spiking  as  an  in-  “That  is  wYiat  has  happened  in  the  Rogers  said :  “I  will  grant  that  when  area  of  reality  upon  which  it  touches ;  president  of  Southeastern  Seminary 
dividual,”  and  not  as  a  member  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  the  conservatives  came  to  the  ability  but  it  does  mean  that  whatever  it  says  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  as  making 

22-member  SBC  Peace  Committee,  emergence  of  a  political  coalition  has  to  make  appointments,  for  example  about  any  subject  it  does  touch  is  true,  “subsequent  statements  (which)  do 

The  Texas  pastor,  whose  church  an-  no  place  in  Southern  Baptist  life.”  when  I  was  president  in  1979,  I  was  It  is  never  misleading.”  not  indicate  consistency  with  what 

nually  leads  the  SBC  in  contributions  He  urged  every  Baptist  editor,  everv  green  as  a  gourd.  There  were  a  lot  of  Fuller  discounted  secular  they  said  at  Glorieta.” 
to  the  SBC  Cooperative  Program,  member  of  the  Peace  Committee  to  things  I  didn’t  know,  a  lot  of  people  I  newspaper  reports  that  the  Peace  Dan  Martin  is  news  editor  for  Bap- 

commented  after  two  journalists  —  listen  to  the  '  Firestorm  Chats,”  tape  didn’t  know.  We  were  more  <m-  less  like  Committee  is  “at  an  impasse.  We  are  tist  Press. 

Bob  "Iterry,  editor  of  Word  and  Way;  ^  and  said,  “I  wish  eveiy  Southern  Bap-  Beverly  Hillbillies.  We  know  a  little  bit  not  at  an  impasse,  but  we  are  wat-  _ 

the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention  news-  tist  would  listen  to  it.  ^It  is  a  clear  more  now  and  want  the  appointments  ching  and  working.  Our  report  (to  the 

journal,  and  Jim  Newton,  BP  bureau  statement  of  a  reality  that  has  emerg-  to  be  the  very  best.  convention)  will  be  strengthened  or  Vacant  lots  and  vacant  minds  usual- 

chief  in  Atlanta  —  had  asked  about  ed  in  Southern  Baptist  life  in  the  last  “If  a  man  goes  onto  the  (Baptist)  weakened  by  what  takes  place  in  the  ly  become  the  dumping  grounds  for 

political  coalitions  and  the  ap-  nine  years  that  is  going  to  destroy  the  Sunday  School  Board  as  a  result  of  my  next  month  or  two.”  He  said  such  ac-  all  sorts  of  rubbish, 

propriateness  of  caucuses  by  Southern  Baptist  Convention.”  Committee  on  Committees,  I  want  tions  are  “observable  and  tangible 

members  of  boards  of  trust  to  set  the  After  Vestal  made  his  statement,  him  to  be  a  good  trustee,  who  and  in  the  realm  of  facilitation,  not  When  you  get  all  wrinkled  from 

political  agenda  for  board  meetings.  SBC  President  Adrian  R<^ers  told  the  understands  the  work  of  the  board  and  just  of  the  Glorieta  Statement  but  of  worryandcare,it’stimetohaveyour 

Terry  said  he  had  talked  with  two  journalists  he  wanted  the  record  clear  wants  it  to  do  the  best  job  it  can  for  the  (presidential)  appointments  as  fajth  lifted.  —  The  Branson  (Mo.) 

members  of  the  SBC  Executive  Com-  “that  Dan  Vestal  is  speaking  for  Dan  Jesus  (Christ.”  well.”  White  River  Leader, 

mittee  who  told  him  of  a  caucus  in  Vestal.”  He  said:  “I  will  not  appoint  anyone 

which  strategy  was  discussed  about  Earlier,  Rogers  had  told  the  jour-  because  he  has  been  in  the  Pressler- 
ways  to  block  the  election  of  Alvin  C.  nalists  the  Peace  Clommittee  had  “ad-  Patterson  coalition.  But  I  will  not  not 
Shackleford  as  vice  president  of  dressed  at  great  length”  the  question  appoint  him.  I  will  look  at  him  as  a 
public  relations  and  director  of  Bap-  of  political  activity.  “We  found  no  person.” 

tist  Press.  political  malfeasance  of  any  group;  During  the  hour-long  meeting  with 

He  also  referred  to  “Firestorm  no  gerrymandering,  no  ballot-  about  50  representatives  of  the  Bap- 
Chats,”  a  tape-recorded  interview  stuffing.  *  tist  news  media.  Baptist  Record 

with  Paul  Pressler,  a  Houston  appeals  “Obviously,  we  have  found  some  Editor  Don  McGregor  asked  Peace 
court  judge  and  member  of  the  Ex-  people  who  have  done  some  wrong  Committee  Chairman  Clharles  Fuller 
ecutive  Committee,  which  dealt  with  things,  but  (did  not  find)  a  systemitiz-  about  the  Glorieta  Statement,  issued 
creation  of  a  political  coalition  by  ed  effort  on  either  side  of  the  aisle,”  in  October  by  the  presidents  of  the  six 
fundamental-conservatives  to  change  he  added.  SBC-affiliated  seminaries. 

the  denomination.  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church  j  ^  statement  the  oresidents 

Terry  said  he  “fears”  the  denomina-  of  Memphis,  Ttenn.,  said ;  There  is  a  n7 

tion  has  seen  groups  “committed  to  a  political  atmosphere  when  we  go  to  P,  in  anv  aroa  nf  roai 

_ _ u-  w  u  _  rnu  •  bleis  noterrantinanyareaofreali- 

wmm^  agenda our  convention  There  is  a  ty,”  and  said  the  schook  wir'enforce 
ed  in  -almost  purposeful  disenfran-  political  dnve  on  the  part  of  conser-  comoliance”  with  the  statements  of 
chisement”  of  some  segments  of  the  vatives  to  see  that  conservative  ® 

denom-atioD,  trusttas  are  elected.  Thai  la  polilical. 

Nev  on  asked  what  the  Peace  Com-  but  it  is  being  done  within  the  bounds 
mittee  “attitude  is  toward  that  kind  of  and  confines  of  our  constitution.  It  is  “There  are  various  filings  about 
political  activity.”  being  done  by  conservatives  feeling  Glorieta  Statement,  said  Fuller, 

Vestal,  who  said  he  was  not  aware  they  are  using  the  system  that  our  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
of  the  Executive  Committee  caucus,  fathers  gave  us  to  correct  what  they  Roanoke,  Va.  “I  personally  s^  feel  we 
said  he  has  listened  to  the  recording,  feel  is  a  problem.  They  don’t  believe  have  something.  Some  have  accused 
“Firestorm  Chats,”  in  which  Pressler  that  is  an  abuse  of  the  system,  but  a  presidents  <ff  caving  in.  I  do  not 
rejiortedly  details  formation  of  a  use  of  the  system.”  believe  that  was  their  spirit, 

coalition  with  Paige  Patterson,  presi-  He  referred  to  His  often  repeated  “I  must  believe  in  their  integrity  at 
dent  of  the  Oiswell  Onter  for  Biblical  belief  that  when  theological  pr^lems  that  point  and  if  I  believe  (that),  I  am 
Studies  in  Dallas,  in  the  late  1970s  with  are  solved,  the  political  problems  will  certainly  going  to  believe  in  their  in- 
the  intention  of  turning  the  SBC  to  a  disappear  and  said:  “Conservatives  tegrity  at  facilitation.  I  think  the 
more  conservative  stance.  feel  that  when  the  need  (for  change)  presidents  believe  they  are  facilitating 

“There  is  a  Pressler-Patterson  is  removed,  the  system  will  no  longer  the  statement.'lb  what  extent  and  how 
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Call  us  about  Allen  Organ  workshop, 

Tuesday,  March  24,  1987,  if  you  want 
to  know  more  about  Allen  Organs. 
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Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Expended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  ( EiHlonFinFnt-73 ) 
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Broadcast  meeting  set 
for  April  11  in  Jackson 


Another  feature  of  the  meeting  will 
be  panel  discussions  from: 

Using  Video  for  Training  in  the 
Church;  “Just  Who  is  Out  There?”  A 
profile  of  the  religious  broadcasting 
audience  in  radio  and  television;  and 
producing  local  spots  and  program¬ 
ming  for  television  and  radio  and 
follow-up. 

The  three  workshops  mentioned 
above  will  be  rotated  each  hour.  The 
lunch  and  presentation  of  awards  will 
be  from  1-2:30  p.m.  (Xitstanding  peo¬ 
ple  in  church,  college  and  other  pro¬ 
fessional's  in  radio  and  television  will 
be  a  part  of  the  panels. 

The  luncheon  and  registration  will 
be  17.50  per  person  and  should  be 
mailed  to  Blankenship  at  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205. 
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Clty__ 

Phone 
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Peace  Committee  works 
on  convention  report 


NAbHVILL£,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  tee,  chaired  by  Bill  Poe,  an  attorney  minister  and  work  together,”  he 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Peace  from  Charlotte,  N.C.,  will  meet  twice  added. 

Committee  spent  much  of  its  13th  in  March  and  will  submit  a  first  draft  Prior  to  the  committee  meeting, 
meeting  working  on  mstructions  to  a  of  the  report  to  a  meeting  April  2-3,  in  Fuller  presented  a  progress  report  to 
drafting  subcommittee  about  the  con-  Nashville,  Tenn.  Other  members  of  the  Executive  Committee.  In  the 
tent  of  the  group’s  final  report,  accor-  the  drafting  subcommittee  are  Albert  report.  Fuller  noted  the  committee 
ding  to  CThairman  Charles  Fuller.  McClellan,  of  Nashville;  Jerry  Vines  had  “hoped  to  be  ready  to  present  a 
The  22-member  committee  met  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Ed  Young  of  preliminary  draft  of  the  report.  We 
Feb.  18-19,  immediately  following  the  Houston;  Daniel  Vestal  of  Midland,  are  not  prepared  to  do  that.” 

February  meeting  of  the  SBC  Ex-  Tfexas;  and  Bill  Hull  of  Shreveport,  La.  Originally,  the  Executive  Commit- 

ecutive  Committee.  “By  and  large,  this  meeting  was  in-  tee  had  scheduled  an  hour  during 

In  addition  to  working  on  the  “con-  vested  in  determining  some  general  which  it  would  Y’eceive  the 

cept  and  precept”  of  the  final  report,  content;  but  we  did  give  special  em-  preliminary  report  and  then  allow 

and  giving  ‘Information  and  input”  to  phasis  to  the  political  matters,”  Fuller  members  to  react  to  the  content, 
the  drafting  subcommittee.  Fuller  said.  When  the  committee  was  not  ready  to 

told  Baptist  Press  the  group  spent  “a  “I  do  not  know  of  any  informed  and  make  a  report,  the  Executive  Corn- 
large  portion  of  time  focusing  on  ad-  thinking  Southern  Baptist  today  who  mittee  only  heard  Fuller’s  brief 
dressing  some  of  the  political  pro-  is  saying  our  differences  are  not  real  report, 
blems  in  the  denomination,”  which  or  that  they  are  minor,  w,  as  we  heard  In  his  report.  Fuller  said  there  are  committed  to  keep  our  convention 
embraces  14.6  million  church  several  years  ago,  that  they  are  “several  assumptions  upon  which  the  blether  and  not  to  entertain  a  split  of 
members.  '  basically  semanHc,-a  matter  of  ver-  Peace  Committee  must  work:”  the  convention  as  a  solution  to  our 

The  group,  which  was  created  dur-'..,  biage.  It  is  quite  obvious  to  every  in-  “First,  the  face  value  of  statements  problerps, 
ing  the  1985  annual  meeting  of  the  'form^  and  thinking  Southern  Baptist  and  intentions  made  by  those  who  “Third,  the  willingness  of  Southern 
SBC  in  Dallas,  must  make  a  final  that  we  do  have  marked  differences,  have  offered  contributions  to  the  Baptists  to  consider  changes  of  ap- 

report  to  the  1987  annual  meeting,  “Those  differences  must  be  ad-  peace  process.  proach,  within  the  bounds  of  our  polity 

scheduled  June  16-18  in  St.  Louis.  dressed,  both  the  theological  and  the  “Second,  the  conviction  that  we  are  and  our  diversity,  believing  it  is  bet- 
FuUer  said  the  drafting  subcommit-  political,  if  we  are  to  continue  to  ter  to  alter  the  garment  rather  than 

Tornado  damages  churches 

(Continued  from  page  3)  ground  where  the  wind  was  that  far  The  Red  Cross  was  feeding  the  vie-  ^  ^  pass  us  by. 


Interfaith  witness 

To  witness  to  other  faith  groups.  Christians  must  know  what  they  believe,  says,  in¬ 
terfaith  witness  missionary  Norm  Langston  as  he  visits  the  Hare  Krishna  Temple  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Support  Langston  and  the  other  3,700  home  missionaries  through  the 
March  1-8  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing.  (HMB  Photo  by  John  Swain) 
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^  Douglas.  He  has  moved  into  a  vacant  off  of  the  ground,”  he  ^id.  “When  the  tims  of  the  storm.  Women 
house  on  the  church  field  until  the  wind  was  closer  to  the  ground,  the  were  preparing  the  meals 
pastorium  can  be  rebuilt.  trees  were  blown  over.”  The  two  churches  dam 

Services  were  held  at  Bethlehem,  The  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  each  about  six  miles  fro 
which  had  little  damage,  but  not  at  unit  was  not  called  into  service  Flowers  said.  'The  furnitun 
Glade  and  Lawn  Haven  on  the  Sunday  because  Red  Cross  officials  believed  to  the  Bethlehem  pastor 
following  the  storm.  It  would  have  that  the  needs  could  be  taken  care  of  damaged.  The  piano  was 
been  possible  to  have  services,  but  without  it,  Flowers  indicated.  At  least  of  the  house  where  the  roof 
there  was  so  much  damage  to  100  Baptist  men  from  over  the  state  off. 
members’  homes  that  it  wasn’t  prac-  were  on  the  scene  on  Sunday,  however.  Flowers  said  that  the 

tical.  Flowers  noted.  to  begin  the  clean  up  operations.  They  workers  to  help  in  cleaning 

He  said  that  680  homes  in  the  area  came  from  at  least  60  churches,  he  over  by  the  end  of  the  wet 
were  damaged;  and,  of  these,  about  said.  He  could  remember  men  from  gested  that  any  additional  < 
400  were  destroyed.  According  to  the  Clarthage,  Picayune,  Lumberton,  Hat-  ning  to  come  should  call  tl 
percentage,  he  said,  that  would  mean  tiesburg,  Brookhaven,  Meridian,  tion  office  at  649-8114  in  Lai 
that  about  170  Baptist  homes  were  Jackson,  Yazoo  City,  and  Scott  Coun-  making  plans  to  be  there, 
damaged  and  abwt  100  “of  them  ty.  On  Monday  more  teams  were  ex-  Construction  crews  will 
destroyed.  pected  from  Tupelo,  Greenville,  Silver  he  said. 

Some  Eastview  Baptist  Church  City,  and  Gulfport.  Paul  Harrell,  Four  Baptist  churches  v 
members  sustained  damage  to  their  Mississippi  Baptist  Brotherhood  to  provide  shelter  for  the  vi 
homes,  but  that  church  was  not  director,  and  Jim  Didlake,  consultant  '  R^  Cross  had  three  des 
damaged.  All  of  the  damage  was  in  in  the  Brotherhood  Department,  were  shelters.  They  were  E^st 
rural  areas.  on  the  scene  to  coordinate  the  work  of  Ellisville,  and  Tucker’s 

“There  was  lots  of  damage,”  the  Baptist  men.  These  workers  were  Another  church,  Myrick,  v 
Flowers  said.  “Some  big  pine  trees  being  fed  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  ed  as  a  shelter,  though  not 
were  clipped  off  about  20  feet  from  the  Convention  Board,  Flowers  hot^.  Cross. 

Cooperative  program  tops  1st,  Jackson 
$13  million  for  first  time 

By  Marv  Knox 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)—  This  year’s  strong  January  showing 

Southern  Baptists  launched  1987  with  brought  annual  Cooperative  Program 
record-breaking  contributions  to  their  receipts  to  almost  $44.1  million,  four 
convention-wide  Cooperative  Pro-  months  into  the  fiscal  year,  Bennett 
gram  budget.  reported.  That  total  is  5.26  percent 

Cooperative  Program  contributions  ahead  of  receipts  for  the  same  period 
—  passed  along  to  national  and  inter-  during  the  1985-86  fiscal  year, 
national  evangelistic,  missionary  and  Bennett  predicted  Southern  Bap- 
educational  endeavors  from  37  state  tists  will  increase  Cooperative  Pro- 
Baptist  conventions  —  totalled  gram  receipts  from  5  percent  to  6  per- 
$13,078,303  in  January,  reported  cent  over  the  previous  budget.  An  in- 
Harold  C.  Bennett,  president  and  crease  on  that  level  would  push  total 
treasurer  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ex-  receipts  to  between  $130.4  million  and 
ecutive  Cc^mittee  $131.7  million.  Such  a  total  would  sur- 

'The  previous  single-month  record  pass  the  Cooperative  Program’s  first- 
was  set  in  January  1986,  when  the  ixt)-  phase  basic  operating  budget  (rf  $126.6 
gram  took  in  almost  $12.8  million.  On-  million  but  would  not  completely  meet 
ly  three  monthly  totals  have  surpass-  the  program’s  $5.9  million  capital 
ed  $11  million.  needs  budget. 


IN  CONCERT 


The  New  Gaither  Vocal  Band,  Larnelle  Harris 

Hicks  &  CohSQ 3 n  and /nffoducing  Karla  Worley 


singles  sponsor 
recovery  seminar 

A  Divorce  Recovery'  Seminar  will 
be  held  March  13,  14,  and  15  at  First 
CJiurch,  Jackson,  and  will  be  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Singles  Department. 

The  theme  will  be  “Picking  up  the 
Pieces.”  The  special  speakrt-'  will  be 
Clyde  Besson,  author  of  Picking  Up 
the  Pieces :  Successful  Single  Living. 
He  developef^is  seminar  as  a  result 
of  some  of  ^  own  experiences,  and 
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Thursday,  March  26  -  7:30  p.m. 
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Americans  will  pay  for  government 
this  year  more  than  they  wiU  spend  on 
all  food,  clothing,  medical  care  and 
religious  activities  combined. 


FMB  elects  Myei 
as  vice  president 


PAOE  6  BAPTIST  KECOBU 


Thursday.  March  5.  1987 


Bylaw  change  to  shuffle 
SBC  membership  on  BJ 


native  Lewis  I.  Myers  Jr.  was  elected 
vice  president  for  Cooperative  Ser- 
vices  International 

LLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  15  members  are  “at-large”  positions  the  Christian  Life  Commission,  who  Southern 

Jimed  at  increasing  and  may  serve  only  one  four-year  currently  is  a  voting  member  of  tfie 
5”  Southern  Baptist  par-  term  PAC  and  BJCPA,  will  become  an  “ex- 

n  the  Baptist  Joint  Com-  All  of  the  members  of  the  SBC’s  officio,  non-voting”  member  of  the 
*ublic  Affairs  was  approv-  Public  Affairs  Committee  are  group,  if  the  bylaw  is  adopted  in  St. 
ie  February  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  the  Baptist  Louis. 

Baptist  Convention  Ex-  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs.  Another  change  in  the  bylaw  relates 
mmittee.  During  the  October  meeting  of  the  to  the  functioning  of  the  Public  Affairs 

nge,  a  revision  of  SBC  Baptist  Joint  Committee,  a  plan  revis-  Committee 

was  recommended  oy  a  ing  the  way  the  nine  Baptist  bodies  The  bylaw  says:  "The  18  voting 
»er  special  committee  stu-  are  represented  was  approved.  The  members  of  the  committee  shall  also 
relationship  between  the  plan  creates  a  54-member  board  for  be  the  representatives  of  the  Southern 
e  BJCPA,  a  religious  liber-  BJCPA,  but  specifies  none  of  the  Baptist  Convention  who  serve  on  the 
ig  organization  composed  member  denominations  may  have  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af- 
ptist  bodies  in  the  United  more  than  one-third  of  the  fairs.  The  committee  shall  work  with 
Canada  membership.  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public 

imittee  was  appointed  in  Under  the  BJCPA  revision,  the  SBC  Affairs,  but  shall  also  function  as  a 
to  §tudy  a  motion  made  would  be  entitled  to  18  represen-  separate  committee  serving  the 
1986  annual  meeting  of  the  tatives.  the  only  body  entitled  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 
idraw  from  the  BJCPA  and  maximum  number  allow’ed.  Traditionally,  the  SBC’s  Public  Af- 

jn  exclusive  Southern  Bap-  The  change  in  the  bylaw,  which  fairs  Committee  has  not  met  as  a 
ce”  in  the  nation’s  capitol.  would  become  effective  immediately  separate  committee  and  has  had  as 
ige  in  Bylaw  18  must  be  ap-  if  adopted  by  messengers  at  the  1987  its  primary  function  being  the  conduit 
messengers  to  the  1987  an-  'annual  meeting,  limits  the  number  of  through  which  money  and  member- 
ng  of  the  SBC  in  order  to  agency  executives  serving  by  virtue  ship  flowed  from  the  SBC  to  the 
rt  of  the  SBC  Constitution,  of  office  to  five:  the  chief  executives  BJCPA. 

Ige  would  revise  member-  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Sunday  One  of  the  proposals  being  con- 
SBC’s  Public  Affairs  Com-  School  Board.  Annuity  Board,  Home  sidered  by  the  study  committee  is  a 
ich  relates  to  the  BJCPA.  Mission  Board,  and  Foreign  Mission  recommendation  the  CLC  receive 
the  PAC  is  composed  of  15  Board.  The  SBC  president  also  retains  allocation  of  additional  funds  to 
;even  of  whom  are  perma-  a  seat  on  the  committee.  establish  an  office  in  Washington  to 

lers  by  virtue  of  office  In-  The  revision  specifies  there  will  be  deal  with  moral  and  social  issues, 
the  chief  executive  officers  12-at-Iarge  members  who  may  serve  Currently,  the  BJCPA  deals  only  with 
utive  Committee.  Foreign  two  four-year  terms.  Those  members,  religious  liberty  and  separation  of 
ard.  Home  Mission  Board,  the  ne\^’  bylaw  specifies,  “shall  be  church  and  state  issues, 
lool  Board,  Christian  Life  selected  as  far  as  possible  on  a  basis  Young  said  the  study  committee 
m.  Brotherhood  Commis-  that  will  provide  representation  from  will  meet  again  in  Nfishville,  Tenn., 

'Oman’s  Missionary  Union,  the  various  geographic  areas  of  the  March  27-28  to  continue  work  on  devis- 
agency  executives  also  United  States.”  •  ing  a  plan  to  resolve  the  problem  of 

ing  terms.  A  new  category  of  membership,  “ex-  the  relationship  between  the  SBC  and 

sident  of  the  SBC  also  officio,  non-voting,”  is  created  in  the  the  BJCPA. 
board  member.  Five  of  the  bylaw  The  chief  executive  officer  of  Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 
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Baptists  inch  forward 
with  small  1986  cains 


Attend  the  Confeience  on  Biblical  Inerrancy 
May  4  -7,  1987 

Ri^ecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center 


Southern  Baptists  will  sit  down  to¬ 
gether  to  discuss  the  scholarly  issues  of 
biblical  inerrancy  at  the  first  national 
Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy  May  4-7. 

Serious  answers  will  be  given  to  seri¬ 
ous  questions  —  What  is  inerrancy? 

What  do  Southern  Baptists  believe  about 
the  Bible?  Do  biblical  scholars  support 
inerrancy? 

Speakers  include  J.  I.  Packer,  Kenneth 
Kantzer,  dark  Pinnock,  Millard  Erickson, 

Mark  Noll  and  Robert  Preus  —  aD  experts 
on  biblical  inerrancy.  Noted  Southern 
Baptists  will  respond  jp  each  speaker’s 
address  Also,  professors  from  the  six  SBC 
seminaries  will  lead  small-group  dis¬ 
cussions. 

Get  the>facts  on  biblical  inerrancy 
leaerve  your  space  today  by  writing 
the  Conference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy, 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center,  Box 
128,  Ridgecrest.  NC  28770. 

Sponsored  by  the  six  Southern  Baptist  seminaries. 


Conference  rates  per  person  are 
S148.75/single,  SllO. 50/double,  S101.80/ 
uiple  and  f97.45/four,  including  meals, 
lodging  and  registration  A  deposit  of 
SI2.75  per  person  must  accompany 
reservations. 


IE  CONFERENCE 
ON  IIBUCAL 
INERRANCY 


Southern  embrilees 
Glorieta  Statement 


By  David 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.‘  (BP)‘  -  The 
trustee  executive  committee  at 
Southern  Seminary  here  has 
unanimously  embrac^  the  Glorieta 
Statement  and  commended  President 
Roy  L.  Honeycutt  for  steps  taken  to 
implement  the  statement. 

i^ting  on  a  recommendation  from 
board  officers,  the  19  executive  com¬ 
mittee  members  commended  the 
denomination’s  six  seminary 
presidents  “for  having  initiated 
creative  proposals  designed  to  further 
the  cause  of  reconciliation  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

The  Glorieta  Statement  was  an¬ 
nounced  last  October  by  the 
presidents  of  the  six  seminaries  at  a 
prayer  retreat  at  the  Glorieta  (N.M.) 
Baptist  Conference  Center  attended 
by  SBC  agency  executives  and 
members  of  the  convention’s  Peace 
Committee. 

In  the  statement,  the  presidents 
committed  themselves  “to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  problems  which  beset  our 
beloved  denomination”  and  express¬ 
ed  eagerness  “to  be  partners  in  the 
peace  process.” 

The  Gl(Mieta  Statement,  which  later 
was  “affirmed”  by  the  Peace  Commit¬ 
tee,  set  forth  seven  specific  “com¬ 
mitments”  related  to  fairness  and 
balance  in  teaching  and  selection  of 
faculty,  compliance  by  faculty 
members  to  the  seminaries’  confes¬ 
sional  statements,  and  continued  em¬ 
phasis  on  spiritual  growth, 
evangelism,  and  missions  on  the 
seminary  campuses.  It  also  announc¬ 
ed  a  series  of  three  national  con¬ 
ferences  on  biblical  inerrancy  to  be 
held  in  the  next  three  years. 

Southern  Seminary’s  executive 
committee  affirmed  the  com¬ 
mitments  "as  appropriate  guidelines 
for  the  continuing  and  effective 
ministry”  of  the  seminary  and  com- 


Wilkinson 

mended  “the  fidelity  with  which  those 
commitments  are  being  im¬ 
plemented”  by  the  seminary  ad¬ 
ministration  and  faculty. 

The  trustee  affirmation  came  after 
Honeycutt  outlined  some  of  the  steps 
taken  by  administration  and  faculty. 
They  included: 

—  “Maximum  support”  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  on  Biblical  Inerrancy  to  be 
held  May  4-7  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.) 
Baptist  Conference  Center.  Honej^tt 
has  been  involved  in  planning  the 
meeting,  and  several  Southern 
Seminary  faculty  members  will  be 
program  participants. 

—  “Continual  and  thorough  review” 
to  assure  that  faculty  teach  and  write 
in  accordance  to  the  seminary’s 
“Abstract  of  Principle.” 

—  Plans  for  guest  lectureships 
through  1990  based  on  “support  for  a 
balance  of  theological  perspectives.” 

—  Enlistment  of  conservative 
evangelical  scholars  such  as  David  S. 
Dockery  of  Criswell  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas,  and  Millard 
Elrickson  of  Bethel  College  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  as  visiting  professors. 

Additional  invitations  are  in 
process. 

.  —  “Careful  review”  of  student 
evaluations  of  professors  to  ensure 
that  all  instruction  is  respectful  of 
varying  theological  viewpoints.  Willis 
Bennett,  dean  of  the  school  of 
theology,  noted  that  more  than  500  in¬ 
dividual  comments  were  included  by 
students  on  evaluation  forms  last  year 
and  that  he  had  “discussed  with  each 
professor  those  few  comments  which 
were  critical.” 

After  commending  the  pn^ress 
made  to  date,  tnistees  also  requested 
the  seminary  administration  to 
devek^  and  report  to  the  board  addi¬ 
tional  “action  plans”  for  further  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  Glorieta  State¬ 
ment’s  commitments. 


Parents  need  to  act  early 
for  child  care  at  SBC 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Parents  who 
plan  to  take  their  preschool  children 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  C^ventioo 
annual  meeting  June  16-18  in  St.  Louis 
have  been  encouraged  to  act  soon  if 
they  want  to  use  convention-sponsored 
child  care 

“It  is  time  now  to  preregister 
preschool  children  for  SBC  child 
care,”  said  Convention  Manager  Tim 
A.  Hedquist.  Fra-  convention  purposes, 
preschMlers  are  defined  as  children 
who  have  not  yet  started  fust  grade 

Space  in  Cervantes  Convention 
Center  will  limit  childcare  registra¬ 
tion,  Hedquist  said,  noting  overflow 
areas  primarily  will  be  used  to  seat 
30,(X)0  SBC  messengers  in  the  facility. 

But  unlike  the  1986  convention  in 
Atlanta,  preschool  children  will  be 
allowed  on  the  convention  floor  when 
accompanied  by  their  parents,  he 
report^. 

Older  children  in  grades  1-6  will  not 
be  allowed  on  the  floor  unless  they  are 
registered  messengers,  he  added.  Day 
care  will  be  provided  for  these 
children  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  Commission,  and 


Intensive  care 

Drugs  are  just  as  deadly 
as  a  loaded  gun. 
Don’t  take  chances 
with  your  life 


Recognizing  the  alcoholic 

By  Joe  Stovall 


preregistration  is  not  necessary. 

Preschool  child  care  will  be  provid¬ 
ed  for  all  seven  business  sessions  of 
the  annual  meeting  —  three  Tuesday, 
June  16;  two  Wednesday,  June  17 ;  ami 
two  Thursday,  June  18,  said  Child 
Clare  Director  Lucille  Shrimpton.  Cost 
will  be  $5  per  child  per  session,  not  to 
exceed  $25  for  all  seven  sessions. 

Preschool  facilities  will  open  30 
minutes  prior  to  each  session, 
Shrimpton  said.  Parents  will  be  re^ 
quired  to  pick  up  their  children  after 
each  session,  even  those  interrupted 
■only  by  mealtimes.  Although  snacks 
will  be  provided  during  sessions, 
meals  for  children  will  not  be 
available. 

The  childcare’  operation  will  be 
staffed  by  volunteers  from  area  chur¬ 
ches,  and  directors  will  be  convention- 
approved  preschool  workers  from  the 
Illinois  and  Missouri  Southern  Baptist 
state  conventions,  she  reported. 

Preregistration  packets  are 
available  by  writing:  SBC  Preschool 
Child  Clare,  c/o  Fee  Fee  Baptist 
Church,  11330  St.  Charles  Rock  Rd., 
Bridgetown,  Mo.  63044. 


Alcoholics  are  the  people  who  have 
crossed  that  undefinable  line  between 
social  drinking  and  compulsive  drink¬ 
ing.  Obviously,  not  everyone  who 
drinks  is  an  alccriiolic;  but  a  certain 
percentage  continue  habitually.  They 
are  people  who  gp  to  social  gatherings 
where  alcohol  is  served.  Unlike  other 
people  who  participate,  the  budding  or 
the  full-blown  alc(^lics  drink  not  on¬ 
ly  lobe  sociable,  but  also  to  get  drunk. 

They  are  people  who  arrange  their 
activities  so  as  to  allow  time  for  their 
drinking  pleasure.  This  time  may 
come  only  on  weekends,  after  work¬ 
ing  hours,  at  “happy  hour,”  or  during 
the  workday.  These  people  eventual¬ 
ly  may  drink  in  the  morning  or  may 
wake  up  during  the  night  to  have  a 


drink.  The  craving  for  alcohol  controls 
their  lives,  dictates  their  schedules 
and  affects  many  areas  of  their  lives 
significantly. 

The  scripture  expresses  the  idea: 
“Who  hath  woe?  V^o  hath  sorrow? 
Who  hath  contentions?  Who  hath  bab¬ 
bling?  Who  .hath  wounds  without 
cause?  Who  hath  redness  of  eyes? 
They  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine;  they 

that  go  to  seek  mixed  wine _ At  the 

last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent  and 
stingeth  like  an  adder.  (Proverbs 
23:29-32).”  In  summary,  alcohdics  are 
people  whose  drinking  interferes  with 
their  living.  ^ 

Joe  Stovall  is  a  chaplain,  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Medical  Center. 


Christian  Life  seminar 
will  focus  on  family 


CHARLOTTE,  N.C.  —  The  focus 
will  be  on  the  family  March  23-25  as 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  from 
throughout  the  country  gather  here 
for  a  national  seminar  on  “Critical 
Issues  Facing  Today’s  Families” 

Sponsored  by  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  the  meeting  at  the 
Adam’s  Mark  Hotel  will  feature 
presentations  dealing  with  concerns 
such  as  nurturing  moral  values  in  the 
home,  pornography,  domestic 
violence,  suicide,  the  church  and  the 
family,  aging,  and  special  moral 
issues  facing  children  and  youth. 

Major  speakers  enlisted  to  date  in¬ 
clude  Robert  Bellah,  professor  of 
sociology.  University  of  California, 
Berkeley,  and  author  of  "Habits  of  the 
Heart;”  Dan  Blazer,  gerontologist, 
Duke  University  Medical  Center, 
Durham,  N.C.;  Bill  Bradley,  U.S. 
senator  from  New  Jersey;  Mississip¬ 
pi’s  Jerry  Glower,  Baptist  layman. 


humorist  and  regular  host  of  pro¬ 
grams  produced  by  the  Radio  and 
Television  Commission;  Millard 
Fuller,  founder  and  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Habitat  .for  Humanity, 
Americus,  Ga.;  Joel  Gregory,  pastor, 
Travis  Avenue  Church,  Fort  Worth ; 
and  Carolyn  Koons,  professor  of 
Christian  education  and  founding 
director  of  Institute  of  Outreach 
Ministries,  Azusa  Pacific  University, 
Azusa,  Calif.,  and  author  of  an 
autobiography  on  the  subject  of 
domestic  violence. 

Also,  Everett  Koop,  U.S.  surgeon 
general  who  has  been  active  and 
outspoken  on  tobacco,  AIDS  and  other 
issues  related  to  public  health;  Kyle 
Rote,  Jr.,  sportscaster. 

Registration  is  $35  per  person  and 
$17.50  for  spouses  of  registrants  and 
for  students.  Additional  information, 
including  details  about  special  rates 
at  the  Ad?m’s  Mark,  is  available  from 
the  Christian  Life  Commission. 


Executive  Committee  OKs  .  .  . 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey  (19,368)  and  Utah-Idaho 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (17,614) 
will  qualify  for  representation  on  the 
Ebcecutive  Committee,  the  Committee 
on  Committees,  and  the  Committee  on 
Boards,  Commissions  and  Standing 
Committees. 

With  membership  between  20,000 
and  25,000,  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
New  York  (24,786  members)  will 
qualify  for  representation  on  the  same 
committees  as  the  smaller  conven¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  the  SBC  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  Home  Mission  Board,  and 
Sunday  School  Board. 

In  a  related  procedure,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  SBC  annual  meeting  in  St. 
Louis  that  the  Executive  Committee 


Memphis  hospital 
will  offer 
Maternity  Fair 

MEMPHIS  —  How  can  a  mother-to- 
be  prepare  for  her  childbirth  ex¬ 
perience?  Where  does  the  expectant 
father  fit  into  the  birthing  process? 
What  type  of  car  seat  offers  the  best 
protection  for  your  newborn?  How  do 
you  fit  your  child’s  first  pair  of  shoes? 

These  are  just  some  of  the  questions 
that  will  be  answered  at  the  Channel 
13-Baptist  Hospital  Elast  Maternity 
Fair,  March  7-8  at  the  hospital  at  6019 
Walnut  Grove  Road. 

Anyone  who  is  pregnant  or  plans  to 
have  family  in  the  future  is  invited  to 
attend  the  free  fiiir,  which  will  be  open 
from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Satur^y, 
March  7  and  1  to  6  p.m.  Sunday,  March 
8.  All  family  members  are  welcome 
to  attend. 

The  Channel  13  —  Baptist  Hospital 
E^t  Maternity  Fair  will  feature 
several  informational  booths  manned 
by  experts  who  can  answer  questions 
and  explain  the  wide  variety  of  ser¬ 
vices  available  for  parent-to-be, 
babies,  siblings  and  grandparents. 

Pre-natal  exercise  class  d^onstra- 
tions  will  be  held  Saturday,  March  7 
at  11  a.m.,  2  p.m.  and  5  p.m.  and  Sun¬ 
day,  March  8  at  2  p.m.  and  5  p.m.  A 
maternity  fashion  show  will  te  held 
Saturday,  March  7  and  Sunday,  March 
8  at  3  p.m. 

Everyone  who'attends  the  fair  will 
receive  a  specially  prepared  bag  that 
contains  formual  samples,  coupons 
and  brochures  on  such  t^ics  as  “How 
to  get  your  nursery  ready.” 

For  more  information,  call  766-5910 
between  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday. 


If  you  meet  opposition,  it  may  in¬ 
dicate  that  you  are  doing  something 
that  counts.  In  digging  wells,  Isaac 
had  no  opposition  from  the  Philistines 
until  he  struck  water. 


baptistries  i 

HEATERS.  PUMPS 
RECTORY  DIRECT 

FREE  1-S00-251-067S 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-S75-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

3S 1 1  HIXSON  raCE  •  CHATIANOOGA.  TN  37 4 1 » 


Carpets,  furniture,  pew  cushions  and 
drapery  cleaned  on  premises  by  in¬ 
sured  professionals 

Fabri-coate  also  available. 

EDWARDS  CARPET,  DRAPERY 
AND  FURNITURE  CLEANING 

Jactaon.  MS  601-982-4867.  4801  N  StH  Si  . 


charter  be  changed  to  allow  its  size  to 
“be  increased  to  any  number  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  100  or  dwreased  to  any 
number  not  less  than  50.”  The  charter 
amendment  is  necessary  because 
new  representation  allowed  by  the 
change  in  Bylaw  32  will  push  commit¬ 
tee  membership  beyond  the  current 
legal  limit  of  75  people. 

In  other  business,  the  committee: 

—  Approved  the  recommendation  of 
host  Cities  for  the  SBC  annual 
meetings  in  1993  and  1994  Houston 
was  recommended  for  the  1993 
meeting,  to  be  held  June  16-18;  Orlan¬ 
do,  Fla.,  was  recommended  for  the 
1994  meeting,  set  for  June  15-17,  Both 
locations  will  be  presented  for  ap¬ 
proval  to  messengers  attending  the 
1987  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

Marv  Knox  is,  BP  feature  editor. 


FORCNMITBI 
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Passomer  Imsos 

I  BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

'  McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
Van  Winkle  stained  glass,  carpet. 

steeples,  hghting. 
Church  folding  doors. 

—  ...  -  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery  /  ^ 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843' 

In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
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- - Devotional - ^ — — 

How  mean  was  David’s  sin? 


Letters  to  the  editor 


[  By  Olyn  Roberts 

I  II  Samuel  11:1-5  I 

Let’s  begin  with  Ahithophel  —  one  of  the  few  suicides  in  all  of  Bible  history! 
How  did  David’s  sin  affect  this  renowned  politician?  Well,  it’s  quite  a  story. 
The  55th  Psalm  and  other  Ahithophel  psalms  indicate  that  Ahithophel  and 

a  David  had  been  bosom  friends  from  their  boyhood.  Perhaps 
he  never  came  as  close  as  Jonathan,. but  he  knew  David 
as  few  were  ever  to  know  him.  Here  is  what  the  Bible  says : 

“A  man,  mine  equal,  mjrguide,  and  mine  acquaintance. 
We  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and  walked  unto  the  house 
of  God  in  company.  (Psalm  55:13-14).” 

Ahithophel  became  to  David  what  Harry  Hopkins 
became  to  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  and  Colonel  House 
became  to  Woodrow  Wilson.  He  became  David’s  confidante 
and  most  astute  advisor. 

Roberts  All  that  Ahithophel  was  to  David  in  the  council-chamber 
—  so  also  was  Eliam,  Athithophel’s  only  son,  in  the  army. 

The  father’s  splendid  talents  for  counsel  in  the  State  Department  came  out 
in  the  shape  of  soldierly  service  in  the  son;  and  the  son  was  as  devoted  to 
David  in  the  field  as  his  father  was  in  the  chamber. 

Now,  Eliam  had  a  daughter  at  home,  a  beautiful  viToman-child,  who  was  the 
one  ewe  lamb  of  her  father  Eliam  and  her  grandfather  Ahithophdl.  And  it 
so  happened  that  Eliam  had  a  very  trusty  under-officer  among  toe  captains 
of  the  guard,  whose  name  was  Uriah. 

With  his  whole  soul  Uriah  loved  Eliam’s  daughter,  Bathsheba,  and  both 
Eliam  and  Ahithophel  gave  to  young  Uriah  the  desire  of  his  heart. 

David’s  devoted  bodyguard  had  their  quarters  built  for  them  in  the  city  of. 
David,  just  under  the  walls  of  David’s  palace;  and  when  Uriah  came  home 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves  motoerhood  (two  cute  babies).  Later, 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved  just  after  we  lost  a  long  time  pet,  they 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not  took  an  extended  visit  across  Florida, 
necessarily  reflect  the  view  s  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed  and  she  came  to  us  and  was  “family” 
letters  w  ill  be  used,  but  the  w  riter  may  request  that  his  name  be  w  ithheld,  within  a  week.  If  a  stray  wanders  by, 

she  says  she  is  at  home,  he  is  not,  but 

The  time  is  now  worship  and  to  invite 

others  to  Christ  is  “Somewhere  It’s 
Editor:  Snowing 

Great  empires  in  the  past  collaps¬ 
ed  from  WITHIN:  namely,  Babylon, 

Egypt,  Greece,  Israel,  Rome,  etc. 

Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  great  an¬ 
cient  cities  ;  but  they,  too,  are  no  more. 

America  is  on  the  threshold  of 
moral  decay!  Pornography,  alcohol, 
promiscuous  sex,  drugs  are  slowly  but 
firmly  strangling  the  life  blood  out  of 
America.  Even  Sunday  is  just  another 
work  day  now. 

No  longer  is  a  man’s  word  his  bond. 

Corrupt  public  officials,  including 
judges,  are  being  indicted  for 
embezzlement  and  fraud.  The  jails  Editor 
ase  full  of  law  violators.  The 

The  Old  Testament  makes  it  plain :  opened 
God  will  take  just  so  much!  There  will  area  ol 
be  a  Judgment  Day.  A  person  who  count! 
breaks  God’s  moral  law  will  be  organi: 
responsible  for  his  actions.  Every  sin  dent  uf 

will  be  accounted  for;  no  one  can  we  are  in  need  of  office  equipment.  We 
escape  the  judgment!  desperately  need  a  copier  and  some 

Thirty  or  40  years  ago  America  had  video  equipment  and  videos  to  assist 
no  drugs,  filthy  pornography,  and  us  in  our  public  presentations  both  in 
AIDS  problems ;  but  today  things  are  adult  workshops  and  in  the  schools, 
far  different.  Our  enemies  are  not  Any  donations  of  course  wall  be  tax- 
from  WITHOUT  but  our  enemies  are  deductible.  Our  tax  ID  number  is 
from  WITHIN.  God’s  Tfen  Command-  EIN94-2707273. 
ments  can  and  will  be  obeyed,  Sunday  Our  mission  is  to  make  our  streets 

must  be  observed  as  a  “holy”  day.  and  highways  a  safer  place  for  you 
America  must  “clean  up  her  act”  or  and  us  to  drive, 
our  end  is  near.  Faye  Case,  President 

I  believe  as  in  the  days  of  Daniel,  Capital  area  chapter 
America  has  been  put  on  the  scales  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving 
and  “found  wanting.”  CHRISTIAN 
PEOPLE  MUST  TAKE  THE  LEAD  j  o 

AND  HELP  NON-CHRISTIANS  TO  Samaritan 

KNOW  GOD;  THE  TIME  IS  NOW.  Editor: 

Robert  S.  Leigh  As  I  studied  the  Sunday  School 

Jackson  lesson  about  the  Good  Sannarit.an  I 


should  be.  without  any  fight.  If  you 
should  come  for  a  visit,  after  an  in- 
This  lovingly  speaks  of  quiring  “yap,”  she  would  run  to  you, 

God’s  forgiveness  being  like  the  snow  fairly  wagging  all  over,  usher  you  in 
covering  the  winter  ground.  God’s  with  the  enthusiam  of  a  candidate  for 
grace  covers  a  multitude  of  sins,  as  county  -office,  and  consider  you  her 
his  love  even  covers  the  sincere  heart  honored  guest, 
of  a  person  —  who  worships  the  Lord  So,  what’s  the  blood-curdling 
—  as  a  ventriloquist.  question? 

Very  much  a  Oiild  of  the  King,  Can  it  be  that  all  the  rulers  of  this 
Kate  Price  earth,  together,  don’t  have  as  much 

North  American  Assoc,  of  sense  as  that  little  bob-tailed  dog? 

Ventriloquists  ,  Shall  we  pray? 

Canton  Ross  Stark 

Ripley,  MS 

New  MADD  office  „  .  i  i  i. 

r'rograms  tor  alcoholics 

D  has  Editor: 

-ve  the  While  the  legislators  are  in  session,  _  ^  _ _ _ 

adison  let  them  note  that  recently  some  on  furlough,  he  was  the  happiest  man  in  all  Jerusalem  with  such  a  wife,  and 
profit  Mississippi  officials,  judges,  former  with  Eliam  and  with  Ahithophel. 

governor,  and  others  have  at  last  sug-  As  time  went  on,  and  as  Ahithophel  counselled  for  David,  and  as  Eliam  and 
gested  that  the  DUI  laws  may  be  Uriah  fought  for  David,  David’s  power  increased  till  the  king  of  Israel  denied 
wrong  and  ineffective  and  should  be  himself  nothing  on  whicn  he  had  once  set  his  heart, 
correct^,  even  to  the  extent  of  giving  Space  will  not  permit  a  detailed  description  of  David’s  sin  but  he  commit- 
up  enticing  f^ederal  money  which  ted  adultery  with  Ahithophel’s  granddaughter,  Bathsheba,  and  to  cover  his 
would  ensure  jail  sentences  and  fines  sin  had  her  husband,  Uriah,  murdered. 

and  convictions  for  DUI.  It  does  not  need  an  oracle  of  God  to  tell  us  how  Ahithophel  took  the  ruin 

Medical  studies  have  established  of  his  granddaughter  and  the  murder  of  her  husband, 
that  repeat^  DUI’s  indicate  illness  Ahithophel  would  have  been  more  than  a  saint  to  have  continued  after  all 
and  addiction  to  alcohol  by  the  of-  that  to  “take  sweet  counsel”  with  David,  and  to  go  to  church  arm  in  arm  with 
fender.  One  specialist  said,  “That  is  an  him. 

understatement,’  and  they  say  they  Ahithophel  shook  the  dust  off  his  feet  and  then  returned  home  out  of  the 
are  equipped  to  teach  and  begin  a  city  of  David  to  his  own  city  of  Giloh.  The  kingdom  was  jarred  to  the 
healing  process  if  the  law  would  send  , foundations. 

the  patients  to  them,  that  is  patients  Ahithophel  was  disgusted  and  nauseated,  and  undoubtedly  his  faith  in  vir- 
in  all  stages  of  alcoholism.  tue  and  righteousness  was  shaken. 

Rather  than  ENFORCED  jail  Ahithophel  was  hurt  and  bruised, 

sentences,  which  do  not  heal,  bail  The  nightmare  of  David’s  aftermath  is  found  in  Psalm  88.  That’s  how  a  man 

bondsmen  fees,  and  fines  that  destroy  feels  in  moral  misery. 

faniilies  economically,  what  is  wrong  David’s  sin  had  shaken  the  nation.  The  nation’s  number  one  hero  had  become 

with  ENFORCED  w^kend  coidine-  the  nation’s  number  one  heel  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  opinion.  Such  is  the 
ment  and  ti^tment  in  a  detoxifica-  wreckage  that  Satan  can  strew  with  one  iittle  incendiary, 
tion  unit  which  should  be  established  One  sin  in  our  lives  can  wipe  out  a  lot  of  good  and  valuable  living 
in  a  wing  of  every  community  II  Samuel  15:12, 31;  II  Samuel  16:20-23;  II  Samuel  17:6-7;  14-15;  and  23  reveal 
hospi^,  followed  by  also-prolonged  that  Ahithophel  aligned  himself  with  Absalom  against  David.  In  II  Samuel 
enforce  treatment  in  climes;  andthis  17:23  Ahithophel  commits  suicide  when  Absalom  ceases  following  his  counsel. 
couMelmg  should  be  done  outside  of  How  mean  was  David’s  sin?  Only  eternity  will  really  reveal  this,  but  would 
work  hoi^,  that  life  structure  not  be  Ahithophel  have  committed  suicidehad  David  not  committed  adultery  with 
disrupted.  What  a  field  for  Christian  his  granddaughter,  Bathsheba? 

ps^hologists !  Sin  affects  many  people.  I  heard  my  dear  friend,  C.  A.  Melton,  preach  once 

The  laws  have  gone  astray  and  turn-  on  sin  and  one  statement  he  made  stuck  with  me  when  he  said,  “There  are 
ed  into  a  witchhunt.  Here  we  have  certain  results  of  sin  that  can  never  he  done  nwav  with  tu>ithof  timo  nnr 


The  1988  SBAMA  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Feb.  14-16  in  Phoenix, 
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This  is  geographical  theology  ” 


Palestinian  Gardens.  I  kept  seeing 
that  on  Mississippi  maps  until  my 
curiosity  made  me  stop,  in  George 
County,  12  miles  north  of  Lucedale,  6.5 
miles  east  of  U.S.  Highway  98.  The 
gardens  are  not  flower  gai^ens,  but 
they  are  in  a  lovely  quiet  green  place. 
This  month,  after  being  closed  for  the 
winter  months,  they  will  re-open. 
April-August  is  busy  season  there. 

“This  is  geographical  theology,”  one 
woman  said,  lb  me  it  is  intriguing 
that  the  garden,  in  topography,  is  a 
scale  model  of  Israel  from  Mt.  Her- 
'mon  to  the  Dead  Sea.  The  scale  of 
distance  is  one  yard  per  mile. 

As  r  walked  up  the  hill  from  the 
“Dead  Sea”  to  “Jericho”  and 
“Jerusalem,”!  remembered  the  ter¬ 
rain  of  the  country  that  was  long 
known  as  Palestine. 

One  morning  last  fall  I  met  W. 
Harvell  Jackson,  the  minister  who 
created  the  gardens  in  1956,  and  Mrs. 
Jackson.  Jim  Kirkpatrick,  ad¬ 
ministrator,  caretaker,  and  tour  guide, 
pointed  out  to  me  the  sites  of  interest. 

Jackson,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
FTesbyterian  church  in  Lucedale,  said 
he  got  the  idea  for  Palestinian 
Gardens  while  he  was  a  student  in 
Columbia  Seminary  in  Atlanta.  A  pro¬ 
fessor  who  had  set  foot  on  every  place 
mentioned  in  the  Bible  said  to  him. 


“You  will  never  really  understand  the 
Bible  apart  from  the  places  where  the 
events  occurred.”  The  writers  of  the 
various  books  of  the  Bible,  he  said, 
wrote  from  their  own  viewpoints,  as 
influenced  by  place.  Their  use  of  il¬ 
lustrations,  their  figures  of  speech 
were  influenced  by  place. 

Jackson  said  he  began  to  study  the 
Bible  in  relationship  to  place.  “As  far 
as  we  know,”  he  said,  “Christ  never 
lived  any  place  but  Palestine  —  except 
in  Egypt  as  a  baby.” 

With  his  wife  and  daughter,  Jackson 
moved  to  Lucedale  from  Citronelle, 
Ala.  “The  Lord  led  us  here,”  he 
declares.  He  was  looking  for  a  place 
to  approximate  the  geography  of  the 
Holy  Land  —  the  river,  seas,  hills, 
slopes,  corresponding  to  those  in 
Israel. 

Palestinian  Gardens  is  incorporated 
as  a  non-profit  organization. 

The  buildings  in  the  miniature 
“cities”  —  Nazareth,  Bethlehem, 
Capernaum,  and  others  —  are  made 
of  concrete  blocks,  the  windows  and 
doors  cut  with  a  masonry  trowel. 
These  have  withstood  hurricanes, 
rainstorms,  and  sub-zero  weather. 
“Wood  would  have  been  gone  by  now, 
victims  of  termites  or  rotting,”  said 
Jackson.  Hurricane  Frederick  blew 
eight  logs  across  the  gardens,  but  on¬ 


ly  a  few  blocks  were  damaged.  Occa¬ 
sionally,  the  root  of  a  tree  will  push  up 
a  “building.” 

In  the  beginning,  an  effort  was 
made  to  grow  plants  in  the  gardens 
similar  to  those  that  grow  in  the  Holy 
Land.  However,  the  climate  and  the 
humidity  were  not  right,  and  most  of 
them  di^.  Mississippi  is  too  cold,  too 
rainy,  or  too  humid  for  many  of  hot, 
dry  Israel’s  native  plants.  A  mustard 
tree  survived  for  a  while,  but  the  cold 
finally  killed  it. 

As  I  entered  the  garden,  I  was  con¬ 
fronted  with  a  small  stream,  the  Jor¬ 
dan  River,  which  a  little  to  my  left 
ended  in  a  pond,  the  Dead  Sea.  Wind¬ 
ing  up  the  Jericho  Road,  I  saw  the  Inn 
of  the  Good  Samaritan  and  then  a 
cave  near  Bethlehem.  I  stopped  at 
Jerusalem  to  see  the  tiny  Garden 
Tomb.  Near  Nazareth  I  examined  the 
“cliff”  where  the  people  planned  to 
push  Jesus  over  the  edge. 

This  Sea  of  Galilee  in  Mississippi  is 
a  tiny  lake,  much  higher  in  elevation 
than  the  Dead  Sea  (which  is  1,300  feet 
below  sea  level)  and  it  has  lily  pads 
growing  on  it  near  Capernaum  and 
the  place  where  Matthew  sat  to  col¬ 
lect  taxes. 

The  Mediterranean  Sea  is  a  much 
larger  lake  than  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 


CRAJPBOOK 


A  gift  from  the  Artist 

It  happen^  in  the  spring.  For  some  reason  that  spring  seemed  different 
from  all  the  rest,  lb  a  person  who  loved  fall  best,  it  was  a  shock  to  see  the 
beauty  budding  forth  from  bushes  and  vines  that  had  seemed  dead  a  short 
while  before. 

On  my  way  to  work  that  week  I  passed  the  same  house  every  day.  It  seem¬ 
ed  that  the  gardener  had  landscaped  this  yard  with  as  much  care  and 
thoughtfulness  as  God  had  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

As  I  viewed  the  beauty,  the  joy  of  this  spring  bubbled  and  overflowed  from 
within  me  in  praise  to  (iod,  the  Creator.  I  rejoiced  in  his  handiwork,  as  I  told 
him,  “Oh,  (J^!  You  are  an  artist.  You  are  a  wonderful  Creator.  The  red 
camellias  are  beautiful.  I  want  one” 

Sunday  night  of  that  week  I  was  in  church.  Before  the  services  started,  a 
young  man  came  up  to  me  with  his  hands  behind  his  back.  “Linda,”  he  said, 
“as  I  was  walking  across  my  mama’s- yard,  it  seemed  that  the  Lord  told  me 
to  bring  you  this.”  He  brou^t  forth  his  hand,  holding  a  branch  with  six  red 
camellias  on  it. 


The  robins  are  here 

This  morning  is  crisp  and  foggy. 

^  'It  rained  last  night;  the  earth  is  boggy. 

I  heard  pleasant  chirping  just  past  dawn, 

I  saw  a  breath  of  spring  on  my  lawn. 

I  saw  a  lovely  sight  before  my  eyes. 

The  robins  are  here,  commanding  the  skies. 
They  have  no  cares;  they  trust  God  to  feed. 

By  natural  instinct  he  will  lead. 

The  beauty  they  have  most  have  not  known. 
They’ll  stop  and  feed  here;  soon  they’ll  fly  on. 
Think  of  the  Christian  traveling  earth’s  way  — 
Surely  he  should  have  no  cares  today. 

He  can  trust  God  each  day  for  his  need. 
Always  on  the  right  path  (jrod  will  lead. 

He  gives  beauty  the  world  doesn’t  know. 
Promise  of  heaven  where  soon  one  may  go. 
—Betty  Sauls,  Columbia 


Unaware’ 

A  simple  sipile 
Was  all  she  gave, 

A  gentle  nod 
A  tiny  wave 
Yet  calmed  the  fear. 
Vanquished  distress; 

So  unaware 

Her  power  to  bless.  i 

A  hasty  word 
Ftell  from  her  lips. 

Rejection’s  tone 
Wounds  as  it  whips 
And  crushes  hope. 

And  shakes  a  star; 

^  ,  So  unaware 
'.She  left  a  scar. 

—Erma  Jewel  Crowe 
Greenville 


The  image  of  March 

I  stand  amazed  that  the  bleak 
weathered  azalea  bush,  frostily  meek, 
shivering  in  hypothermia,  could  renew 
herself  blithely  at  heaven’s  secret  cue 
and  breathe  forth  from  tombs 
a  thousand  dazzling  purple  blooms. 

But  I’ve  been  mystified  by  God’s  miracle  before, 
and  in  time  I  shall  awake  with  courage  once  more. 

■>  —Violet  Thckett 

McComb 


The  Garden  Tomb  is  at  center,  forefront. 


The  Dead  Sea  is  Palestinian  Gardens'  lowest  point. 


And  Mt.  Hermon  is  the  highest  pro-  events.  I  have  to  agree  that  this  is 
montory  in  the  garden.  The  pine  trees  “geographical  theology.”  Because  I 
and  other  Mississippi  vegetation  have  always  liked  to  study  the  Bible 
made  me  have  to  stretch  my  imagina-  in  relation  to  its  places,  the  Palesti- 
tion  a  bit  to  see  Israel  here,  but  the  nian  Gardens  to  me  were  interesting,- 
elevations  are  right.  The  tour  guide  educational,  and  inspirational.  I  was 
points  out  the  places  of  many  Bible  definitely  glad  I  stopped  by. 


Jim  Kirkpatrick  and  W.  Harvell  Jackson  greet  a  visitor  to  Palestinian  Gardens 


■  Challenger  launch  director  j 
recalls  ‘cloud  of  smoke’  ^ 

i 

WEST  PALM  BEACH,  Fla.  (BP)  —  A  year  after  the  C:hallenger 
disaster,  the  man  who  had  the  final  say  on  the  space  shuttle  launch  re¬ 
mains  shadowed  by  the  “cloud  of  smoke”  73  seconds  into  flight. 

Launch  Director  Gene  Thomas  did  some  remembering  Jan.  27  from  | 
the  pulpit  of  First  Baptist  Cliurch  here  to  more  than  1,000  Palm  Beach  : 
Atlantic  College  students,  including  his  21-year-old  son  who  is  studying 
for  the  ministry.  He  told  students  at  the  Southern  Baptist  college  that  ; 
religion  carried  him  through  the  castrophe  that  shook  the  nation  and  i 
its  space  program. 

“TTiere  is  no  way  to  explain  what  you  feel  when  you  see  a  cloud  of  white  ' 
smoke  and  know  something  is  wrong,”  he  said,  noting,  his  first  reaction 
was  to  say  to  himself,  “Why  me.  Lord?  Why  in  the  world  would  this  hap¬ 
pen  to  me? 

“God  told  me  I  shouldn’t  worry,  that  he  was  still  in  control  of 
everything,”  said  Thomas,  director  of  safety,  reliability,  and  quality  : 
assurance  for  NASA. 

“I  certainly  thought  about  quitting,  but  you  don’t  quit.”  Thomas  said 
of  his  career  with  NASA.  Instead,  he  assumed  the  safety  position  with 
the  space  agency.  “I  told  my  wife  I  never  want  jo  be  launch  director 
again.”  I 

“There’s  no  way  to  describe  how  it  feels,”  he  said  of  the  disaster.  That 
i  day,  after  24  hours  at  the  cape,  he  went  home  and  cried. 
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BOX  SCORES 


By  Marv  Knox 

NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  The  Third,  another  line  item  of  $200,000  Gate  to  get  more  than  it  has  been 
Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Ex-  was  added  to  pay  legal  costs  of  defen-  receiving,”  noted  (^rles  W.  Sullivan, 
ecutive  Committee  has  proposed  a,  ding  the  convention  in  Crowder,  et  al,  pastor  from  Lenoir  City,  Tenn.  The 
record  $140  million  budget  for  the  v.  SBC,  et  al,  and  other  pending  seminary  funding  formual  provides 
1987-88  SBC  Cooperative  Program.  lawsuits.  The  Crowder  suit  was  t^  basis  for  allocating  funds  Itetwwn 
Messengers  to  the  convention’s  an-  brought  by  a  group  of  messengers  to  the  six  seminaries,  based  primarily 
nual  meeting  will  vote  on  the  budget  the  1985  annual  meeting  in  Dallas  who  on  average  enrollment. 

■  Barnett’s  amendment  was 

defeated,  but  the  Executive  Commit- 


Each  church  is  considering  a  suggested  minimum  goal  (Great  Com¬ 
mitment)  and  maximum  goal  (Greater  Ckunmitment).  The  target  range 
gives  each  church  an  idea  of  what  is  required  to  achieve  success  for  the 
Mississippi  Mission.  Listed  below, are  the  results  of  chiuehes  reporting 
this  week! 

Great  Commitment  (minimum  target)  Subscribed 
Church  Goal  Pledged 

Hopewell,  Water  Valley  '  3-  4,000  $  3,000 

New  Hebron,  New  Hebron  28-32,000  30,000 

Algoma,  Algoma  10-11,000  10,000 

Greater  Commitment  (challenge  target)  Subscribed! 

Flora,  Flora  26-30,(XKU  $30,000 

Congregational  (lifts  Division  Total 
Pledged  To  Date  $2,009,711>t7 


when  they  meet  in  St.  Loiiis,  June  claimed  their  rights  were  violated  by 
16-18.  If  approved,  the  budget  —  a  2.9  alleged  parliamentary  irregularities. 

percent  increase  over  the  current  $136  Cothan  noted  the  convention  already  tee  later  apixtr^  a  revi^  seimn^ 
million  budget  —  will  go  idto  effect  had  paid  $182,000  on  the  suit  as  of  Jan. 

Oct.  1.  13  and  added  that  figure  will  increase 

The  CkMperative  Pn^nna  is  a 
convention-wide  budget  us^  to  sup¬ 
port  evangelistic,  missionary,  and 
educational  enterprises  around  the 
world.  Money  is  channeled  from 
church  members  to  their  Congrega- 
ticms,  to  state  conventions,  imd  to  na¬ 
tional  and  international  causes.  The  Nashville,  Ttenn.  —  were  noted  during 
lifeo  million  budget  reprints  the  the  business  and  finance  subcommit- 
goal  for  financing  causes  l^ond  the  tee’s  report  on  the  1985-86  SBC 
state  level.  operating  budget. 

Allocation  of  the  budget  is  divided  Tim  A.  Hedquist,  vice-in%sident  for 
into  three  sections :  a  first-phase  basic  business  and  finance,  noted  decreas- 
operating  budget  of  $132'  million,  a  ed  revenues  from  the  Sunday  School 
capital  needs  budget  of  $6.45  million,  Board  resulted  when  the  board’s  net 
and  a  second-phase  operating  budget  income  was  lower  than  projected, 
of  $1.55  million.  Funds  will  not  be  Hedquist  also  explained  the  interest 


funding  formula  through  the  1989-90 
budget  year,  in  consultation  with  the 
as  the  appeal  proc^  continues.  The  sue  seminary  presidents  and  with  the 
suit  initiaUy  was  ruled  in  the  SBC’s  agreement  any  seminary  can  ask  for 
favor,  but  the  plaintiff  have  af^iealed.  a  review  any  year. 

’These  three  factors  and  two  others  Marv  Knox  is  features  editor  for 
—  decreased  revenue  from  the  SBC  Baptist  Press. 

Sunday  School  Board  and  expense  on 

the  two-year-old  SBC  Building  in  AiKatinnax, 


Guenther  predicts  victory 
in  Crowder-SBC  lawsuit 


Doift  Blame 
Your  Age  For 
Poor  Hearing 


(Zhkago^  III:--A  free  offer  of  qxdal  kita- 
est  to  those  ^k>  hear  but  do  not  under¬ 
stand  words  has  been  annourued  by 
Beitone.  A  non-opqj^dng  modd  of  the 
smallest  Beitone  aid  of  its  kind  will  be 
ghen  absoiutdy  free  to  anyone  who  sends 
for  this  free  model  now. 

Send  for  thb  model,  it  will  show  you 
how  tiny  hearing  help  can  be  It  is  not  a 
real  hearing  aid  and  it’s  yours  to  keep  free 
The  actual  aid  weighs  less  than  an  eighth 
of  an  ounce  and  it  fits  pomplelcly  into 
the  ear  canal 

These  models  are  free  so  we  suggest 
you  write  for  yours  now.  Again,  we  re¬ 
peat,  there  is  no  cost,  and  certainly  no 
obligaiion.  AD  hearing  problems  ate  not 
alike  and  some  carmot  be  hdped  by  a 
hearing  aid  but  many  catL  So^  send  for 
your  free  model  now.  Thousands  have  al¬ 
ready  been  mailed,  so  be  sure  to  send 
your  name;  address  and  phone  number 
todi^  to  Departmertt  4807,  Bekone  Elec¬ 
tronics,  4201  West  Victoria  Street, 
Chicago;  nfinois  60646. 

Offer  not  valid  in  California. 


constitutional  doctrine  of  separation  ly  winning.  In  the  process  of  winning,  ^  8o*l-  Th«  SBC  Home  Mission  xhe  $1.55  million  second-phase 
of  church  and  state  in  rejecting  the  we  did  not  want  to  make  any  lo  receive  almost  $25.8  operating  budget  will  be  distributed 

Crowder  comprlaint.  misrepresentation  of  fact.  We  wranted  n>ill*OTT.  or  19-54  percent  on  the  same  percentage  as  the  first- 

That  complaint  centered  on  alleg-  to  champion  Baptist  polity.  We  wanted  The  largest  percentage  increase  is  phase  operating  budget  if  the  first- 
ed  parliamentary  irregularies  during  to  minimize  in  every  way  we  could  the  allocated  to  the  SBC  operating  portion  phase  operating  and  capital  needs 
the  1985  annual  meeting  of  the  conven-  divisiveness  this  suit  represented.”  of  the  budget.  It  is  to  receive  almost  budgets  are  met.  If  all  three  budgets 
tion  in  Dallas.  Named  as  one  of  the  At  stake  in  the  case,  he  said,  is  the  32.85  million,  or  2.16  percent  of  the  are  met,  the  excess  will  be  distributed 
defendants  was  former  SBC  President  freedom  of  a  church  body  to  conduct  total.  That  is  a  44.01  percent  increase  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  50  per- 
L^iarles  F.  Stanley  of  Atlanta,  who  ac-  its  own  business  without  interference  over  the  current  $1.98  million  cent;  Home  Mission  Board,  20  per- 
cording  to  the  lawsuit,  violated  from  the  state,  a  right  rooted  in  the  allocation.  l  cent;  seminaries,  15  percent;  and 

denominational  bylaws  and  standard  free  exercise  clause  of  the  First  Three  factors  made  that  increase  Radio  and  Television  Commission,  15 
parliamentary  procedure  by  refusing  Amendment.  necessary,  reported  John  C.  Cothan,  percent. 

to  allow  a  challenge  to  a  slate  of  his  Noting  legal  documents  attached  to  ai  layman  from  Greenville,  S.C.,  and  The  only  challenge  to  the  proposed 
nominees.  ,  the  case  now  occupy  12  feet  of  file  chairman  of  the  Executive  Cfommit-  budget  was  an  amendment  offered  by 

After  losing  in  district  court,  the  space  and  as  many  as  half-dozen  fee’s  program  and  budget  Kenneth  R.  Barnett,  pastor  from 
Crowders  and  their  co-plaintiffs  ask-  lawyers  have  worked  on  it  at  a  given  subcommittee:  ,  Lakewood,  Colo.  He  suggested  adding 

ed  the  11th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  *  time,  Guenther  said  he  expects  the  First,  the  convention  operating  sec-  $200,000  to  Golden  Gate  Seminary’s 
also  in  Atlanta,  to  reverse  the  lower  11th  Circuit  (fourt  to  side  with  the  con-  tion  jumped  51.94  percent  to  more  $2,528,946  allocation  by  removing 
panel  and  vacate  its  judgment  on  vention.  He  also  expressed  the  hope  fha"  31.12  million  because  of  the  de-  $100,000  each  from  Southwestern 
grounds  of  mootness.  Their  attorneys  the  plaintiffs  do  not  appeal  to  the  U.S.  mand  of  providing  for  larger  conven-  Seminary’s  allocation  of  more  than 
argued  that  because  the  challenged  Supreme  Cfourt  if  th^  lose  in  the  Won  halls  and  larger  and  more  equip-  $7.8  million  and  Southern  Seminary’s 
slate  of  Stanley  nominees  had  com-  Atlanta  court.  ment  necessary  to  conduct  larger  allocation  of  almost  $5.8  million. 

SBC  annual  meetings.  “(3olden  Gate  is  our  only  seminary 

Fueled  by  theological-political  con-  out  West,”  Barnett  said  in  explana- 
troversy  within  the  convention,  the  tion.  “We  have  a  huge  obligation  out 
past  two  annual  meetings  have  involv-  West,  and  the  (seminary)  funding  far¬ 
ed  more  than  40,000  messengers,  mula  allocation  is  too  small.”  Golden 
more  than  double  the  previous  Gate  “started  out  $40,000  in  the  red 
average  size  of  such  gatherings.  last  year,”  he  added,  noting  the  cost 
Second,  a  line  item  df  $250,000  was  of  living  in  the  San  Francisco  area, 
added  to  the  proposed  budget  to  where  Golden  Gate  is  located,  is  much 
replace  money  borrowed  from  the  higher  than  the  cost  of  living  at  the 
convention’s  reserve  funds  that  paid  other  five  seminaries, 
for  unbudgeted  expenses  of  the  two  re-  ‘The  seminaries  did  make  some  ad- 
cent  mammoth  anni|al  meetings.  justment  this  year  to  allow  (golden 
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Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary 
will  celebrate  Founder’s  Day 


Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  will  celebrate  its  45th  Founder’s  Day 
on  March  14.  The  event  will  be  observed  at  the  Farish  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Jackson  from  10  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

Church  development  workshops  and  lunch  will  be  provided  at  no  cost. 
Tb  make  reservations,  please  call  944-1741  or  write:  Founder’s  Day, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary,  P.  0.  Box  10201,  Jackson,  MS  39209. 
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Rogers  is  undecided 
about  a  second  term 


HMB  will  answer  letters  about  no 
financial  support  for  women  pastors 


By  Ferrell  Foster 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Adrian  Rogers,; 
Rogers  says  he  has  not  decided  yet  Committee 
whether  he  will  allow  himself  to  be  news  conf 
nominated  for  a  second  term  as  presi-  commit te 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  denominal 
Convention.  to  sign  a 

However,  the  current  SBC  president  orthodoxy, 
said,  “FTobably  at  this  point  I’m  more 
inclined  to,  than  not  to.  But,  that  cer¬ 
tainly  is  not  settled,  by  any  stretch  of 
the  imagination,  in  my  heart  and 
mind.  1  do  realize,  however,  that  1  need 
to  make  up  my  mind  moderately  soon 
about  this,”  Rogers  said. 

Rogers’  comments  came  during  a 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  executive  Hullum,  whc 
committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Quentin  L 
Home  Mission  Board  has  voted  to  res-  director  of  th 
pond  to  letters  concerning  a  new  department 
policy  that  no  financial  support  be 
given  in  the  future  to  a  woman  serv¬ 
ing  as  pastor  of  a  local  church. 

The  motion  was  presented  by  Bar¬ 
bara  Fain  of  Dunwoody,  Ga.,  who 
asked  that  the  board  of  directors  as 
a  whole  respond  to  letters  referring 
to  the  policy  adopted  by  the  boar|j|fn 
October. 

The  October  action  came  from  an 
ordination  study  committee  that 
recommended  “no  change  in  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  ordained  women  present¬ 
ly  serving ;  however,  we  recommend 
no  financial  support  be  given  in  the 
future  for  a  woman  serv'ing  as  pastor 
of  a  local  church.” 

The  new  policy  neither  prevents  or¬ 
dained  wojnen  frdm  being  appointed 
as  missionaries  or  endorsement  of  or¬ 
dained  women  chaplains,  nor  does  it 
withdraw  financial  support  from  any 
woman  currently  receiving  Home 
Mission  Board  support. 

During  the  January  meeting  of  the 
board’s  executive  committee.  Fain 
said  she  and  other  board  members 
had  received  a  number  of  letters  from 
associations,  churches,  and  in¬ 
dividuals  concerning  the  policy.  The 
board  should  have  an  overall  consis¬ 
tent  response  to  such  letters,  rather 
than  each  board  member  writing  a 
personal  reply,  she  noted. 

The  board’s  executive  committee 
voted  to  acknowledge  letters  address¬ 
ed  to  the  trustees  with  an  official 
response  expressing  appreciation  for 
their  writing  and  encouraging  con¬ 
tinued  prayer  support  for  the  Home 
Mission  Board  and  the  directors.  No 
response  statement,  however,  was 
adopted  by  the  directors,  other  than 
the  brief  motion  made  by  Fain. 

In  other  business,  the  b^rd  elected 
three  staff  members. 

Phyllis  Thompson  of  Atlanta, 
associate  editor  of  the  board’s 


“No.  I  don’t,”  Rogers  said.  “But,  I 
want  you  to  understand  I’m  speaking 
very  unilaterally  there.  I  don’t  think 
the  mindset  that  1  read  in  the  Peace 
Committee  is  so  much  of  a  statement 
as  it  is  a  standard. 

“We  just  want  to  have  a  standard 
toward  which  we  work.”  he  said, 
news  conference  at  New  Orleans  adding,  "The  convention,  in  toto,  must 
Seminary.  He  was  on  the  campus  to  set  that  standard.  And,  we  have  every 
preach  in  the  seminary’s  regular  right  to  expect  those  who  serve  us  and 
chapel  service  held  Feb.  10.  receive  a  salary  from  us  to  fairly 

The  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist  represent  what  the  constituency 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  said  his  wants  taught.” 
visit  to  the  seminary  had  significance  Rogers  also  reiterated  his  support 
only  in  that  “I  love  and  appreciate  this  for  the  Glorieta  Statement  made  by 
seminary,  and  Fm  grateful  for  the  at-  the  presidents  of  the  six  SBC-owned 
mosphere  on  the  .New  Orleans  cam-  seminaries.  "The  Glorieta  Statement 
pus  and  the  reverence  for  the  Word  of  said  that  the  Bible  is  not  errant  in  any 
God  that  is  here.”  Rogers  graduated  area  of  reality,”  Rogers  said.  “Not 
from  New’  Orleans  Seminary  in  1958  errant  and  inerrant  are  synony- 
with  the  bachelor  of  divinity  degree,  mous  ....  The  second  part,  in  any 
During  the  chapel  service,  Rogers  area  of  reality,  what  is  reality?  Reali- 
said,  "The  key  to  living  the  Christian  ty  is  what’s  real  —  history,  science, 
life  is  knowing  who  you  are  in  Christ.”  philosophy.  So,  that’s  a  very  strong 
Once  we  have  accepted  who  we  are  in  statement.” 

Christ,  we  are  free  to  accept  each  F'errcll  F’oster  writes  for  .New 
other,  he  said.  Orleans  Seminary. 


WHITE  sands!  retreat 

17757  W.  ALT.  HWY.  98 

PANAMA  CITY  BEACH,  FL.  32407 

904-234-2193  $25/W/MEALS/DAY 


(Aubio 

^erlitces 

Robert  Burris 
Stan  Dalton 
Owners 


^rn  Sminl)  lErnbrr" 

I  jPb 


'SOUND  IS  OUR  ONLY  BUSINESS'' 

SPECIALIZING  IN  CUSTOM 
DESIGNED  CHURCH  SOUND  SYSTEMS 
Churches  •  Schools  Sales  - : 

Auditoriums  *”stall 

Equipment  Rental  OAA.' 

Package  PA  Systems 


2600  O’Ferrell  Place,  Hattiesburg  (Next  to  Shoney's  Hwy  49S.) 


Carey  names  Don  Stewart 
alumnus  of  the  year 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sdiool  ft  Church  Fumiture 

•  Complete  stork  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library.  Sunday 
School,  Auditorium.  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

KVERYTHING  FOR 
THF  SCHtMH. 

ASDCHIRCH  ‘J 


We  accept 
trade-ins 


Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Call  today!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  P.  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 
1-800,-851-5054  501-536-7795  (in  Ark.) 


NEW  UHrathin  Modem  Translation  Bible 


NIV  ULTRATHIN  BIBLE 

1200  pages  of  Scripture  and 
study  helps,  yet  only  thick. 
Irx:ludes  concordance,  pres¬ 
entation  page,  color  mops, 
and  remorkoblY  large  type 
Slender,  handy,  useful.  Bonded 
leather  Black.  Brown.  Burgundy 
(Holman)  Each,  B32.95 


PLEASE  NOTE.  On  al  oa#i  moil  ordan  odd  state  asta  tax  t  opp*- 
coble  and  tne  toBowmg  lor  dekvety  and  hondNng-SISO  on  . 
Olden  tor  $1500  or  ten  $250  on  oideo  $1501-$SOOO.  $350  on 
orden  $5OO1-$1X0O.  or  $4  SO  on  Olden  over  $10000 

Visit  US  today  or  order  from  your  Baptist  Book 
Store  or  Man  Order  Center  where  satlsfactton 
A  X  Is  guaranteed. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Home  Missions  Day  in  the  Sunday  School  (SS  Emphasis) 
Baptist  Doctrine  Preview  Study;  Tbmple  BC,  Hattiesburg; 
9  a.m.-Noon  (CT) 

Baptist  Doctrine  Preview  Study;  Baptist  Building;  9  a.m.-Noon 
(CT) 

Baptist  Doctrine  Preview  Study;  FBC,  Oxford;  9  a.m.-Noon  (CT) 
Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30-3:30  p.m.  (CM) 
Statewide  Church  Extension  Conference;  Baptist  Btlllding;  Noon, 
I2th-Noon,  13th  (CoMi) 


North  Delta  calls  Jim  Harris 
as  ministry  center  director 
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‘Jim  Harris,  a  native  of  Simpson  Mississippi  College  and  earned  h 
County,  has  begun  work  in  the  North  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Delta  Association  as  fninistry  center  Mid-America  Seminary  iif  Memphis. 

^■Ullllllllllll  director. 

His  responsibili-  g,  . 

ties  in  the  associa-  Missionaries 

^^^Hrtion  include  direct-  -  /•  i  1 
ing  the  ministry  OH  tlirlOllgll 
^  Mi  center  and  assist- 

‘"8  the  churches  in  Missionaries  oq  furlough  in 
planning,  promot-  Mississippi  include  the  following 
^^|ing,  andcoordinat-  persons. 

mkm*  BIHing  their  educa-  Glenn  and  Patt  Bien,  Bangladesh, 
Harris  tional,  missions,  Ht.  2,  Box  137-A,  Coldwater;  Rodrick 
and  ministry  programs.  and  Caroline  Conerly,  Peru,  721  East 

Harris  is  also  pastor  of  Hollywood  Northside  Drive,  Jackson;  David  and 
Church,  Sledge.  He  and  his  wife,  the  Ollie  Mayhall,  West  Africa,  100 
former  Donnis  Lassetter  of  Forest,  Georgia  Ave.,  Hattiesburg;  John  and 
have  one  son,  James,  and  are  expec-  Nell  Smith,  Indonesia,  2334  Coronet 
ting  their  second  child  in  June  Place,  Jackson;  David  and  Linda  Fin- 
The  annual  Harris  served  on  staff  at  Lamar  nell,  Singapore,  3331  Old  Canton  Road, 
;holar  Series  Heights  Church,  Memphis,  as  Jackson' (medical  furlough);  John 
lectures,  were  held  at  William  Carey  minister  of  music  and  as  minister  of  and  Jerry  Hilbun,  Barbados,  919 
-  College  March  2-4.  music  at  Oak  Grove  Church,  ReavesSt.,  Jackson;  Rachel  Dubard, 
TTie  speaker  this  Mendenhall.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Liberia,  Rt.  1,  Box  87,  Carrollton. 
*year  was  John  .  •  , 

Newport,  vice  ixes-  I  r  ituii.  i  uam  i  TUii 'twib;  i  fkdt.  i  "Ht:  ■  i 


Guy  Hovis  a  native  of  Tupelo,  will  communications  program  and  will  Seminary  here, 
give  a  sacred  music  concert  at  Daniel  supervise  placement  and  prospective  Clapp,  a  50-year-old  Southern  Bap- 
Memorial  Church,  3784  Tterry  Road,  student  services  and  alumni  relations,  tist  layman,  has  worked  for  the 
Jackson,  March  8,  at  7  p.m.  He  has  Wilkinson  was  Southern  Seminary’s  University  of  Kentucky  fQr.24  years, 
been  on  national  television  since  1967.  director  of  communications  for  three  Since  1985  he  has  been  executive  vice 
In  1970  he  became  a  regular  member  years  while  pursuing  a  master  of  chancellor  for  administration  at  the 
of  The  Lawrence  Welk  Show  where  he  divinity  degree  before  rejoining  the  university’s  medical  center  in  Lex- 
was  half  of  the  husband  and  wife  sing-  staff  of  the  Christian  Life  Commission  ington,  managing  the  administrative 
ing  team  of  Guy  and  Ralna.  in  1984.  and  financial  operations  of  a  health 

Byron  Malone  is  pastor.  sciences  center  with  five  colleges  and 

Retired  Southern  Baptist  mis-  a  teaching  hospital.  He  also  has  serv- 
sionary  Hubert  K.  Middleton,  68,  died  edthe  university  as  vice  president  for 
of  heart  failure  Feb.  21  in  Winston-  administration,  executive  assistant  to 
Salem,  N.C.  The  the  president  and  budget  director. 
North  Carolinan  Mrs.  Rose  R.  Weems,  91,  of  Walnut 
and  his  wife,  Jean,  Grove,  died  Dec.  21.  She  was  a 
worked  as  mis-  member  of  New  Hope  Church  for  76 
sionaries  for  more  years,  taught  Sunday  School,  and  sang 
V  than  30  years  in  in  the  choir. 

Chile,  where  they  HATTIESBURG 


Christian  artist  Karla  Worley  will 
appear  in  concert  at  Colonial  Heights 
Church,  Jackson,  March  8.  She  travels 
with  the  Bill  Gaither  Trio  on  tour, 
featured  in  concert  on  the  duet  with 
Larnelle  Harris,  “I’ve  Just  Seen 
Jesus.”  A  resident  of  NashviUe,  Ttenn., 
she  records  background  vocals  for 
such  artists  as  Steve  Green,  Pat 
Boone,  Larnelle  Harris,  and  Sandi 
Patti.  She  is  also  a  songwriter  and 
creator  of  various  products  for  church 
choir.  The  concert  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
Admission  is  free,  and  a  love  offering 
will  be  taken. 


Black  or  white 


all  need  Christ 


By  Barbara  Denman 

BIRMINGHAM.  Ala.  —  Home  mis-  greater  Los  Angeles  area, 
sionary  Tom  Kelly  has  a  burden  deep  After  only  two  years  in  that  position, 
within  his  heart  —  a  burden  for  winn¬ 
ing  the  people  of  California  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

And  even  though  Kelly  is  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  Black  Church  Relations  for  the 
California  stati-  convention,  his  vision 
goes  be>ond  colors,  to  all  races  and  all 
people. 

■  If  we  are  to  wir.  our  land  for  Jesus 
Christ,  we  must  zero  in  on  the  27 
million  people  in  this  state.  Twenty- 
two  million  of  those  are  unchurched 
and  unsaved  "^hat  is  a  tragedy,”  he 
said. 

Kelly  is  quick  to  list  the  populations 
of  some  of  California's  counties  —  Los 
Angeles.  7.5  million;  Orange  County, 

2  million,  San  Diego.  2  million. 

"We  have  wah-lo-wall  people  here, 
and  if  we  don't  win  this  state,  we  will 
never  win  our  nation.”  he  said. 

Kelly  discovered  his  missions  call¬ 
ing  as  a  50-year-old  layleader  in  fast- 
growing  Emmanual  Baptist  Church 
in  San  Jose,  Calif.  He  enrolled  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary,  and  almost 
before  graduation  was  picked  as 
Black  Church  consultant  for  the 


Baptists  created  the  position  of  black  convention  in  the  area  of  starting  new 
church  development  missionary.  work  in  black  communities. 

In  his  new  assignment,  Kelly  helps  Kelly  believes  there  is  better 
orient  black  Southern  Baptist  chur-  denominational  participation  by 
ches  and  make  the  state  convention  black  churches  built  from  the  ground 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  black  floor  than  from  dually-aligned 
constituency.  churches. 

^  Bible  study  in  the 
S  home  and  nurture  it.  we  will  soon  have 
K  a  participating,  thriving  Southern 
M  Baptist  church.”  he  said. 

With  200  predominantly  black  chur- 
ches.  California  now  leads  the  states 
'  in  the  number  of  black  Southern  Bap- 
k  Bv  \  tist  churches.  Tb  communicate  with 
1 1  all  200  churches.  Kelly  has  created  a 
I  network  of  liasons  within  the  black 
^  churches. 

IHIHIIBB^  %  ^  Kelly  is  counting  on  Southern  Bap¬ 

tists  to  support  him  in  his  efforts  to 
As  director  of  black  church  relations  lor  win  all  of  California,  black  and  white, 
the  state  of  California,  home  missionary  to  Christ.  He  believes  they  all  can 
Tom  Kelly  has  a  burden  for  the  22  million  have  a  part  in  his  ministry  by  suppor- 
unchurched  and  unsaved  Californians.^  ting  the  March  1-8  Week  of  Prayer  for 
regardless  of  race  and  ethnic  origin.  Home  Missions  and  by  giving  to  the 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 


Effective 


January  11 


MC  ranks  high  in  earned  doctoral  degrees 

Mississippi  College  ranks  among  ed  on  information  obtained  from  the  were  no  other  Mississippi  institutions 
the  topmost  pt.vate  colleges  in  National  Research  Council,  disclosed  ranked  among  the  top  100  colleges  and 
America  whose  graduates  advance  to  that  Mississippi  College  ranked  universities, 
earn  doctoral  degrees  according  to  number  70  in  the  nation  among  col-  Mississippi  College  led  the  nation  in 
figures  released  in  a  recent  national  leges  whose  graduates  received  doc-  one  category,  exceeding  all  other  col- 
survey  that  focused  on  data  from  836  torates  during  the  1920-1984  time  leges  in  the  number  of  doctorates  in 
private  four-year  institutions  of  higher  period.  professional  fields  such  as  theology, 

‘education.  The  70th  ranking  placed  Mississip-  business,  and  law. 

The  study,  compiled  by  the  Office  of  pi  College  third  among  Southern  Bap-  - 

Institutional  Research  at  Franklin  tist  colleges  and  universities  and  sixth  If  life  were  as  easy  as  we  wish,  most 
and  Marshall  (PA)  College  and  bas-  among  all  colleges  in  the  South.  There  of  us  would  sleep  all  through  it. 


AVAILABLE  IN  THESE  AREAS 

Cleveland  WArner  Amex  Cable  '  Ch  10  For  InformMlon  contact: 
Greenville  McCaw  Cable  Ch  15 

Hoilandale  Broadband  Cable  Ch  17 

Jackaon  Capitol  Cable  Ch  14 

Meridian  Comcast  Cable  Ch  11 

Hattiesburg  U.A.  Cable  Ch  6 

Laurel  Laurel  Community  Cable  Ch  20 


Farrell  Blankenship 
Miss.  Bapt.  Coov.  Bd 
P  O  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205 


GAs  from  Southway  Church, 
Brookhaven,  celebrated  Valentine’s 
Day  with  a  Mother-Daughter  Banquet 
in  fellowship  hall. 

Daveen  McCullough.  GA  director, 
gave  a  talk  and  welcomed  the  guests. 
Recognition  of  special  guests  follow¬ 
ed  with  GAs  introducing  their 
mothers. 

Paul  Hill,  pastor,  gave  the  invoca¬ 
tion.  Bonnie  and  Carlton  Brown  and 
Nakishia  Nash  presented  the  music. 

Shirley  Nash,  associate  director  of 
deaf  ministry  at  Easthaven  Church, 
Brookhaven,  shared  her  testimony  on 
how  God  had  led  her  to  use  her  hands 
to  tell  of  his  love. 

GA  leaders  are  Becky  Bennett, 
Debbie  Barlow,  and  Julia  Richardson. 


Natural  Family  Planning  Sessions, 

sponsored  by  Mississippi  Baptist  Cruger  Church,  Cruger,  will  have  a  V  dedication  service  for  the  recent- 
Northminster  Church,  Jackson,  has  broken  ground  on  an  addition  which  will  pro-  Medical  Center,  are  being  offered  dedication  service  for  its  recently  R  renovated  sanctuary  of  Carson 
vide  space  for  education  and  fellowship.  The  14,000  square  foot  building,  designed  Monday,  March  9,  at  7  p.m.  The  ses-  completed  sanctuary,  March  15,  at  3  Church,  Jefferson  Davis  County,  will 
by  architect  Jim  Eley,  will  complete  a  quadrangle  to  the  south  of  the  present  struc-  sions  are  designed  to  help  couples  p.m.  t>e  held  March  8.  Plans  for  the  day  in- 

ture  and  will  feature  a  courtyard  and  a  bell  tower.  Construction  by  Nickles  and  Wells  pldVi  for  or  prevent  pregnanc>’  and  are  •  Howard  E.  Spell,  former  pastor  of  elude  a  regular  worship  service  at 

of  the  approximately  $15  million  dollar  structure  will  take  about  one  year.  The  building  tailored  to  each  couple’s  need.  To  Cruger  Church,  will  bring  the  11.00  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
committee  is  led  by  Dick  Barnes,  Sr.  and  Leland  Speed.  register  or  to  receive  more  informa-  dedicatory  message.  A  reception  is  ground.  The  dedication  service  will 

Pictured  are  Dick  Barnes,  Sr.,  co-chairman  of  the  building  committee;  John  tion  call  982-7642.  planned  following  the  dedication.  begin  at  1:30  with  the  pastor.  Randall 

Thomason,  pastor;  Ed  Wall,  chairman  of  deacons;  and  Jim  Eley,  architect.  Walker,  speaking. 


James  K.  Burke,  of  Gulfport,  has  Bob  England  resigned  as  pastor  of  First  Church.  Lumberton  has  call- 
accepted  a  call  as  bivocational  pastor  Mt.  Olive  Church.  Tippah  .Association,  ed  Ernie  D.  Chaffin  of  Gulfport,  as 
of  North  Hills  Mission,  Wiggins,  which  effective  Feb.  25.  He  accepted  the  minister  of  music  and  youth.  He  holds 
is  a  mission  of  First  Church,  Wiggins,  pastorate  of  Henning  Church.  Henn-  the  master  of  music  ^ucation  from 
Burke  has  pastored  churches  in  ing,  Tenn.  England  is  a  graduate  of  L'SM  and  is  presently  working  on  the 
Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  in  Blue  Mountain  College.  MCM  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 

pioneer  missions  in  Illinois  and  Ohio.  goes  from  Gulf  Gardens  Church 

He  and  his  wife  have  served  on  the  James  “Pete”  Pearson  has  been  -'  here  he  served  as  minister  of  music 

staff  of  the  Baptist  Children’s  Village  called  as  pastor  of  Sardis  Church,  youth.  He  is  engaged  to  Michele 
Burke  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  smith  Association,  effective  Feb.  15'  Larkowsky  of  Saucier 
Seminary.  He  and  his  wife,  Joyce,  have  two 

children,  Miranda.  9,  and,  Allen.  6. 

Brian  Pannell  has  been  called  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth  of  East 

Louisville  Church  in  Winston  Associa-  DeSoto  Church,  Shubuta,  has  call- 
tion.  He  is  a  native  of  Gulfport  and  a  ed  Joe  Lewis,  of  Rose  Hill,  to  be 
student  at  Clarke  College.  He  is  mar-  minister  of  music  and  youth.  He  is 
ried  to  the  former  Teresa  Walker  of  presently  a  student  at  Jones  Jr. 

Gulfport.  James  A.  Lewis  is  pastor.  College. 


.Sunshine,  Pearl:  outreach  crusade; 
75  pi'ofessions  of  faith  and/or  bap¬ 
tism;  five  additions  by  letter;  Gary 
Bowlin,  evangelist;  Jimmy  Swimmer, 
music  evangelist. 

ilandsboro,  Gulfport;  January  Bi¬ 
ble  Study;  10  professions  of  faith; 
Donnie  Guy,  evangelist,  preached 
from  the  theme.  Be  Ye  Doers  of  The 
Word:  Truman  Herring,  pastor. 


Oakview  Church,  New  Albany,  recently  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  for  its 
new  multi-purpose  building.  The  building,  which  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  the 
errd  of  summer,  win  consist  of  a  larger  fellowship  hall,  additional  Sunday  School  space, 
and  a  recreation  area  for  the  youth. 

Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  James  (Dot)  Chism,  Henry  Frazier,  Dean  Smith,  Larry 
Roberts,  Mayes  Reed,  and  Haynes  Reed.  Larry  Harrison  is  the  paslor. 


Character  is  made,  not  born.  A 
goodlooking  neighborhood  may  help, 
but  God-fearing  and  God-loving 
parents  are  the  most  important. 


First,  Runnelstown,  Hattiesburg;  Calvary.  Braxton:  Mar.  8-11;  ser- 
March  8-11;  Henry  Freeman,  pastor,  vices,  7:30  nightly;  Sunday,  11  a.m.; 
speaker;  Sunday  services,  Sunday  Glen  Kelly,  evangglist,  pastor.  Oak 
School,  10  a.m.,  morning  worship,  11  Grove;  music  each  night  by  visiting 
a.m.,  dinner  in  fellowship  hall,  noon,  musicians;  Henry  Bennett,  pastor. 
Church  'Training,  6  p.m.,  evening  ser¬ 
vice,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  .Mc.Adams  (Attalal:  March  8-11; 
Ricky  Holifield,  music.  youth  revival;  Sunday,  11  a  m.,  dinner 

Bethel,  Brandon:  March  8-11;  7:30  served  following  morning  service; 
p.m.;  Jimmy  Robertson,  pastor,  Sun.-Wed.,  7  nightly;  Keith  Cook. 
Milldale  Church,  Zachary,  La.,  Nashville,  evangelist.  Joe  Styron, 
evangelist;  Danny  Greig,  Milldale  Vaiden.  music. 

Church,  Zachary,  La.,  music*  Bob  Na-  _  ,  .  . . _ .  ^  „ 

..  .  ,  •'  Crowder,  Crowder.  .March  22-27 

tions,  Jr.,  pastor.  .  .  . 

morning  services.  10  a.m.;  evening 

Zion  Hill,  Wesson;  March  15-20;  services.  7  p.m.;  Bert  Harper,  West 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  Jackson  Street,  Tupelo,  evangelist; 
on  the  ground;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Charlie  Cooper,  Rosedale.  music; 
Mickey  Bounds,  W.  Monroe,  La.,  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor, 
evangelist;  J.  Frank  Smith,  pastor. 

Pelahatchie,  Pelahatchie:  March  Big  Level,  Wiggins:  March  22-27; 
29-April  3;  services,  7  each  evening,  regular  Sunday  services;  7:30  night- 
and  7  a.m.  Mon.-Fri.;  Sunday  ser-  ly;  Greg  Martin,  pastor.  Commission 
vices,  11  a.m.  and  2  p.m.;  Gor^  H.  Road,  Long  Beach,  evangelist;  Carlos 
Sansing,  evangelist;  Barry  Corbett,  Gonzales,  Biloxi,  music;  David 
pastor.  Grisham,  pastor. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  P.ASSlON 
PL.AA’  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  .\rk!  .New 
air-conditioning,  i:  ground  pool. 
$7.30  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals. 
ALL  for  $21  each!  Call  .301/253-8418 
today! 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Rejecting  Christ  results  in  being  rejected  by  God 


By  Robert  M.  Hanvey  - - 

Luke  19:47-48;  20:9^19  UNIFORM 

Have  you  ever  fell  rejected?  Have  you  ever  — — - 

felt  unwanted?  Have  you  ever  felt  unnecessary? 

Have  you  ever  felt  unneeded?  Perhaps  these  that  Jesus  taught  the  people  to  whom  he  went 
are,  in  a  way.  expressive  of  by  means  of  a  parable.  While  they  listened  in- 
'  Jesus  when  he  was  ultimate-  tently,  they  were  also  planning  ways  to  destroy 
ly  rejected  by  those  to  whom  Jesus. 

•  he  went  to  b^r  the  message  The  parable  of  the  wicked  husbandman 
of  salvation.  As  a  matter  of  taught  God’s  judgment  on  Israel.  It  taught  that 
fact,  our  focal  passages  in-  rejecting  God  was  in  fact  not  the  right  thing  for 
■  dicate  for  us  that  there  are  anyone  to  da  Jesus  taught  that  the  husbandman 

consequences  for  rejectijug  would  be  destroyed  and  their  vineyard  would 
Jesus.  Just  as  surely  as  be  given  to  others.  Surely,  just  as  Jesus  per- 
iyflHM  JHH  there  were  consequences  in  ceived  that  this  parable  was  to  apply  to  those 
Hanvey  the  lives  of  those  to  whom  he  whom  he  taught,  the  Jewish  leaders  perceived 
went,  there  are  consequences  in  the  lives  of  the  same,  that  it  applied  to  them  as  well.  The 
people  today.  Rejecting  Christ''and  his  way  Jewish  leaders  sought  to  destroy  Jesus,  but 
results  in  being  rejected  by  God  and  being  feared  the  people  who  held  him  in  high  esteem, 
passed  by  in  God's  purpose.  Just  as  many  of  the  Jewish  leaders  noted  in 

Gur  concern  is  that  we  help  adults  identify  the  parable  would  have  rejected  the  idea  of 
ways  which  they  may  be  using  to  reject  Christ,  God’s  judgment,  so  do  many  people  in  our  day 
and  then  decide  to  fully  turn  to  him  with  all  reject  the  idea  of  God’s  judgment.  If  I  hear 
their  being.  In  the  19th  chapter  of  Luke,  we  find  Jesus  at  all  in  this  parable,  he  is  saying  God’s 


The  parable  also  teaches  God’s  mercy  and 
grace  toward  mankind.  Who  else  but  God  would 
go  so  far  to  attempt  resolution  with  people  as 
did  the  husbandman  with  the  workers?  Who 
else  but  God  would  go  to  such  limits  to  attain 
success  for  all?  Who  else  but  God  would  endure 
the  excuses  and.faults  of  man? 

God  has  set  the  standard  and  the  limits  for 
our  contact  with  people.  We  are  to  go  and  go  and 
go.  Our  Annie  Armstrong  offering  for  home 
missions  helps  us  to  go  when  we  cannot  go.  Our 
giving  helps  God  reach  others.  Our  giving  helps 
God’s  standard  —  the  Gospel  —  to  be  present^ 
to  those  in  need. 

Perhaps  one  could  find  some  sense  of  en¬ 
couragement  in  life  though  his  witnessing, 
through  encouraging  people  to  accept  Jesus  as 
Lord  and  Savior  by  living  the  Christian  ex¬ 
perience  in  terms  of  recommitting  themselves 
to  the  Lord  and  to  his  work.  In  the  vineyard 
which  is  ours  to  serve  in  today,  may  we  be  those 
servants  who  receive  and  share  the  Lord  Jesus, 
the  real  husbandman  of  the  vineyard. 

Robert  Hanvey  is  pastor.  First,  Hazlehurst. 


judgment  is  definitely  goin^  to  come  upon  all 
men.  Those  who  live  in  opposition  to  God,  those 
who  turn  from  God,  those  who  are  rebellious 
against  God  are  going  to  understand  and 
receive  cons^uences  of  God’s  judgment.  Re¬ 
jection  of  His  Son  results  in  the  consequences 
of  God’s  wrath. 

I  believe  buried  in  this  parable,  as  with 
others,  is  the  teaching  of  individual  responsibil¬ 
ity.  Each  person  is  responsible  for  his  own  life. 
Each  person  is  responsible  for  employing  his 
talents.  Each  person  is  responsible  for  attain¬ 
ing  some  growth  in  his  life.  Each  person  is 
responsible  for  being  spiritually  pi^uctive. 
Jesus  expects  each  of  us  who  follow  him  to  pro¬ 
duce,  to  grow,  to  use  our  skills,  and  to  accept 
ultimate  responsibility  for  our  decisions. 

In  our  parable,  the  husbandman  could  not  ac¬ 
cept  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  the 
workers.  He  had  given  orders  to  the  workers. 
The  workers  had  to  produce  and  they  were  ac¬ 
countable  for  what  they  did  or  did  not 
accomplish. 


Anxiety:  A  result  of  lack  of  faith,  Jesus  teaches 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 

Luke  12:22-34  ' —  - : - - - 

It  is  clear  from  verse  22  that  Jesus’  teaching  LIFE  AND  WORK 

concermng  anxiety  is  a  continuation  of  the  - 

pi  eceeding  verses  which  dealt  with  the  Rich  apart  from  faith  in  God,  man  becomes  the  vic- 
Fool  and  his  greed.  One  may  tim  of  that  futile  search. 

difficult  to  identify  The  Rich  Fool  had  expended  his  energies 
\  anxiety  in  the  parable  of  the  gathering  together  a  perishable  fortune  which 
Rich  Fool,  but  it  is  definite-  could  not  be  transferred  to  the  imperishable 
X  ly  there  It  is  a  lack  of  world  ahead.  Because  of  his  riches  this  in- 
understanding  concerning  dividual  would  be  called  “successful”  in  the 
anxiety  which  blinds  us  to  world  today,  but  he  was  called  a  “fool”  by  God 
the  anxiety  of  the  rich  man  because  of  his  spiritual  poverty.  He  was  a  man 
who  kept  getting  richer.  who  thought  he  had  the  world  by  the  tail  until 
Anxiety  occurs  when  a  he  suddenly  discovered  that  the  world  had  con- 
Barber  person  has  a  care  that  trolled  him  all  along.  Instead,  he  had  prepared 
distracts  him  from  faith  in  God.  In  the  case  of  material  possessions  for  many  years  to  come 
the  Rich  Fool  it  was  his  seeking  for  security  only  to  discover  that  his  days  were  all  gone.  The 
which  generated  his  anxiety.  Security  means  haunting  question  which  he  took  to  his  grave 
that  a  person  has  become  free  of  any  care  was,  “and  now  who  will  own  what  you  have 
which  might  cause  anxiety  or  worry.  For  the  prepared”? 

Rich  Fool,  security  was  perceived  as  having  As  a  result  of  the  principles  involved  in  the 
enough  material  wealth  to  free  himself  of  that  parable  of  the  Rich  Fool,  Jesus  taught  his 
distractionfor  the  rest  of  his  life,  he  could  take  disciples  not  to  be  anxious  (distracted  from 
it  easy,  eat,  drink  and  just  enjoy  living.  When  faith  in  God)  concerning  even  the  necessary 
it  is  assumed  that  security  can  belong  to  man  considerations  of  food  and  clothing.  The 


Jesus  assured  his  disciples  that  their  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father  knew  what  their  needs  were. 

Since  labor  is  God’s  assigned  method  of 
feeding  and  clothing  man,  one  must  be  careful 
to  note  that  Jesus  never  suggested  that  men 
should  be  lazy  and  irresponsible  in  providing 
for  the  physical  needs  of  those  who  depend  on 
them.  Even  the  raven  must  do  its  part  in  seek¬ 
ing  and  eating  what  God  provides.  The  flowers, 
too,  must  grow  and  flourish  according  to  God’s 
design  for  them.  The  scriptures  teach  that  a 
man  is  to  do  his  best  and  then  faith  God  for  the 
rest. 

Anxiety  concerning  material  possessions  is 
a  worldly  characteristic.  The  c|isciples  of  Jesus 
are  to  be  characterized  by  that  which  Jesus 
commanded  them  to  do.  The  disciples  is  to  seek 
for  the  rule  and  reign  of  God  in  his  life.  The 
results  will  be  that  God  will  add  the  things  of 
this  life  as  needed.  TYue  life  is  so  much  more 
than  eating,  drinking,  and  having  plenty,  “for 
not  even  when  one  has  an  abundance  does  his 
life  consist  of  his  possessions.” 

Nathan  L.  Barter  is  pastor.  First,  Bay  St. 
Louis. 


Jesus’  betrayal  and  denial:  Scene  set  in  a  garden 


captive  or  killing  him.  Furthermore,  the  heal-  at  the  door  of  the  courtyard,  second,  to  those 
ing  was  an  act  of  grace  to  one  of  Jesus’  standing  around  a  fire,  and  third,  to  a  relative 
enemies.  of  Malchus,  Peter  denied  being  a  disciple  of 

Scene  n  —  The  second  scene  was  in  the  house  Jesus.  Wisdom  demands  that  we  explore  possi- 
of  the  high  priest.  Jesus  was  sent  first  before  ble  reasons  for  Peter  denying  Christ  after  Peter 
Annas,  the  father-in-law  of  Caiaphas,  the  high  made  such  a  bold  declaration  of  his  loyalty 
priest.  Annas  was  a  fwmer  high  priest  who  was  earlier  (Luke  22:33;  John  13:37).  Possibly 
well  liked  by  the  people.  The  opinion  of  Annas  Peter  felt  he  could  handle  the  circumstances 
would  be  influential.  The  questioning  of  Jesus  without  the  help  of  God.  When  Peter  should 
by  Annas  centered  on  the  teaching  of  Jesus  and  have  been  praying,  he  was  sleeping  (Luke 
how  he  made  disciples.  Did  Jesus  actually  22:40,46).  Furthermore,  Peter  placed  himself 
claim  to  be  the  Messiah?  Jesus  responded  to  in  the  position  to  be  tempted  when  he  stood  by 
the  questioning  by  stating  that  his  teaching  was  the  enemies’  fire. 

proclaimed  in  public.  Therefore,  Jesus  told  An-  How  do  you  suppose  Peter  felt  when  the  cock 
nas  to  ask  the  questions  to  those  who  heard  crowed?  We  can  be  thankful  that  Peter  leam- 
Jesus  teach.  One  of  the  officers  thought  Jesus  ed  the  lesson  of  how  easy  it  is  to  yield  to  temp- 
was  being  disrespectful  to  Annas,  so  he  struck  tation,  even  if  he  learned  the  hard  way. 
Jesus.  Jesus,  then  told  those  present  to  prove  This  lesson  has  definite  applications  for  our 
if  he  had  spoken  wrongly.  Annas,  realizing  that  lives.  ( 1 )  We  should  act  graciously  to  pec^le, 
he  was  accomplishing  nothing  in  questioning  even  our  enemies.  (2)  We  should  follow  the  ex- 
Jesus,  sent  Jesus  on  to  Caiaphas,  the  high  ample  of  obedience  and  loyalty  that  Jesus  set 
priest.  for  us.  (3)  We  should  realize  that  no  Christian 

Scene  HI  —  The  third  scene  is  in  the  court-  is  immune  to  denying  his  or  her  loyalty  to  Jesus 
yard  of  the  high  priest’s  house.  Peter,  with  Christ  when  tempted. 

another  disciple  known  by  the  high  priest,  Charles  Wesley  is  pastor,  Morrison  Chapel, 
entered  into  the  courtyard.  First,  to  a  slave  girl  Cleveland. 


main  loyal  to  Jesus  Clirist?  Loyalty  to  (Christ  Father’s  will  to  go  to  the  cross.  Man’s  disobe- 
is  easy  to  maintain  while  one  is  surrounded  by  dience  results  in  spiritual  death.  Jesus’  obe- 

H  other  loyal  C^hristians.  But  dience  to  go  to  the  cross  made  provision  for 
what  happens  when  you  are  eternal  life  to  those  who  trust  Jesus  as  Savior, 
in  the  company  of  th^  who  The  ordering  of  Roman  soldiers  carrying 
are  not  sympathetic  toward  weapons  to  capture  Jesus,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
Christians?  We  are  is  one  of  history’s  unrivaled  ironies.  Yet  Jesus 
challenged  to  consider  these  clearly  stated  his  identity  to  the  soldiers  and 
questions  as  we  study  this  gave  himself  over  to  them.  Even  though  man 
week’s  lesson.  is  guilty  <rf  betraying  God’s  Son  and  killing  him, 

Scfne  I  —  The  first  scene  he  willingly  gave  himself  to  provide  for  man’s 
opens  in  a  garden.  We  know  salvation.  As  we  ponder  these  events,  we  can 
Wesley  the  name  of  this  garden  as  only  exalt  a  Savior  that  gave  himself  for  guil- 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  The  name  ty  man. 

“(iethsemane”  means  “oil  press.”  After  olives  Even  when  Jesus  was  giving  himself  over  to 
would  be  picked,  they  would  be  placed  in  a  the  Roman  soldiers,  he  was  conoamed  for  the 
press  to  remove  the  oil.  The  name  of  the  garden  welfare  of  others.  Peter,  in  his  zeal  to  protect 
is  apiM-opriate  to  the  pressure  Jesus  was  endur-  Jesus,  severed  the  right  ear  of  Malchus,  the 
ing  as  he  committed  himself  to  the  cross.  More  high  priest’s  slave.  I  do  not  believe  for  one 
than  coincidence  is  the  fact  that  it  was  in  a  minute  Peter  was  aiming  for  Malchus’  ear! 
garden  that  man  was  first  disobedient  to  God.  Luke  informs  us  that  Jesus  healed  Malchus’ 
Likewise,  it  was  in  a  garden  that  Jesus  Christ '  ear  (Luke  22:51).  This  act  of  grace  by  Jesus 
committed  himself  to  be  obedient  to  his  probably  kept  the  soldiers  from  taking  Peter 
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Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  M.  Reed 

Mrs.  Jessie  Bounds  Clark 
Mrs  D.  H.  Ratcliff 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Clark 
Janie  k  T.  D.  Bounds 
W.  G.  Clark 
Mr  &  Mrs.  F  R  Clark 
Ms.  Marjorie  F.  Gark 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bill  Richardson 
Vickers  Emplopees 
Mr.  Roy  Clearman 
Mrs.  L.  B  Morris 
Mr.  Byron  A.  Clendinning 
Annelle  Jordan 
Bunny  McKibben 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Price 
Mrs  M  N.  Lay 
Mrs  Ollee  P  Lee 
Mr.  Marion  Cole 
Nellie  Varner  McClain 
Mrs.  Eva  (Tea  Cole 
Mrs  Thomas  Fite  Paine 
Mrs.  Grace  Simmons  Conerly 
Mrs.  Audrey  S  EUzey 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  J.  Simmons 
Mr.  Winfred  Cook,  Sr. 

Taylor  Baptist  (Tiurch 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Kimzey 
Mr.  &  Mrs  W.  J  Thompson 
Jr. 

Altm  Corban 
Mr  &  Mrs  D.  J  Griffin 
Mrs.  CTiristine  Cox 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carroll  Bruister 
Jr 

Mrs.  Gene  L.  Cox 
Mrs  Louise  K.  Fuqua 
Tommy  Cranford 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ronald  McPhail 
Jack  Creason 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bob  Weisinger 
Francis  Wortham  Cries 
Mrs  Roy  Honeycutt  Sr. 
Frances,  Rich  li  Grace 
Defenbaugh 
Mr.  F.  W.  Criss 
Mrs.  Claayton  E  Bain 
Mrs.  AlUe  Mae  Dale 
Hallie  D  Patton 
Donnie  D.  Stennetl 
Ovee  Daniel 
Mr  k  Mrs  Norris  King 
Mrs.  Leila  J.  Dansby 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Ray  Stroud 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Taylor 
Mrs.  Wilma  D.  James 
Mr.  Howard  E.  Douglas 
International  Tours  of 
Ginton 

Kadel  k  Billy  Williams 
George  Douglas 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Douglas 
Mary  Ann  King 
Howard  *  J.  W.  Douglas 


Mrs.  Ollee  P.  Lee 
Mrs.  Nell  R.  Lipham 
Huston  Douglas 
Mrs.  Alliert  Douglas 
Ruth  D.  Lay 

Mrs.  H.  C.  (Pollye)  Downing 
Mrs.  Mildred  Turk 
.Mrs.  Fannie  Dulaney 
Rajr  H.  Sullivan  Family 
Mr.  Lawrence  Thomas 
(Tommy)  Dunlap 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Harry  Neal 
Corder 

Mr.  Waymon  Elder 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chester  Germany 
Mr.  Elbert  Eiell 
Mrs.  Eloyce  Cothren 
James  Bruce  Ferguson 
Mrs.  Opal  H.  Green 
Susie  k  Sara  Beth  Jordan 
Mrs.  Walter  k  Walter,  Jr. 
Durham 

John  Mack  Ford 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Hardee 
•Mrs.  Euda  Ford 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Pascagoula 
Russell  Foster 
Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Ken  Fowler,  Sr. 

Mr  k  Mrs  K.  B  Fowler  Jr. 
Mr.  .Arnold  Frasier 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Henry  McRee 
Clemmie  Finnic  Freeman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  U.  Hendrix 
Venessa  Frye 
Kolola  Springs  Baptist 
CTiurch 

.Mrs.  l,ouisr  Gant 
J  C  McWhorter  S.S  Gass 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Milner 
Ms.  l,ouisr  Gant 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church  WML' 
Mr.  Paul  Gates 
Wade  k  M  Gayle  Donnell 
Elsie  George . 

Mrs  (juitman  Deloach 
Grady  Gibson 
Mr  &  Mrs  Daniel  W  Lee 
Mrs.  Gibson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Bennett 
Mrs.  IxNi  Willie  Glasgow 
Mr.  &  Mrs  G  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A.  L.  Gray 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Hollingsworth 
Joe  k  Nellie  McCain  ~- 
Mr.  E.  R.  Green 
Mr  &  Mrs.  J.  C.  Holloman 
Mrs.  .Audrey  Hamblett 
Mr  &  Mrs  J.  M  'Hdwell 
Miss  Gina  Lynn  Hedgepath 
,  Mr  &  }(rs  Owen  D  Jones 
Mary  Hemphill 
Mr  &  Mrs  D  J  Griffin 
Mrs.  Henson 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Larry  Bennett 
Mr.  J.  D.  Higginbotham 
Mr  k  Mrs.  A  M.  Linton 
Andrew  Nelson  Hisscox 
Mrs.  Ann  Bessie  Carter 
Mrs  Andy  N.  Hisscox 
James  A.  Hitt 
Betty  Jean.  Dwight  &  Jean 
Hitt 

Jerry  Hittson 
Mr  k  Mrs  Rolla  Hittson 
Dick  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Sudie  8.  “Sue” 
Hollingsworth 
Ted  k  Martha  West 
First  Baptist  Church. 
Florence 

Mr  k  Mrs  Powell  G. 
Ogletree 

Mr  k  Mrs  Willie  D 
Townsend 

John  k  Billie  Whitfield 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Paul  Scarbrough 
Ms.  Edna  B  Weathersby 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Paul  Grubbs 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Troy  Grubbs 
Bud  k  Alleene  Smallwood 
Ruby  Smallwood 
James  Vemoa  HunnIcuU 
Bethesda  Baptist  (Tiurch, 
Oawford 
Mr.  Ray  Hunt 
Mrs  Winnie  Carlisle 
Mrs.  Mildred  Hutchinson 
Mrs.  Bessie  T.  Parish 
James  M.  Ikerd 
Mr  k  Mrs.  J.  L.  Rivers 
Mrs.  O.  S.  Jackson,  Sr. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Morris 
Mr.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Ralph  Sneed 
Mr.  Hal  Jackson 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tommy  Parker 
John  W.  Jennings 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Carroll  Bruister 
Jr. 

Howard  k  Jeanette  Green 
Mrs.  Nela  Jensen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  D.  Fulton 
J.  C.  Johnson 
Bobbie  k  Thomas  Risher 
Joe  E.  Jolly 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Clifton  Mobley 
Mr.  L.  Donald  Jordan,  Sr. 

Ms.  Janet  Clara  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  K.  Hayes 
Callicutt 

Mr.  Henry  Hederman 
.Mrs.  Anna  Jordan 
FBC,  Biloxi,  (^Iden  Circle 
S.S.  Gass 
Louis  N,  Keeton 
Mrs.  Genevieve  Jones 
.Mr.  Frank  Kelley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  B.  Gamer 
J.  R.  Gouldman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  (Tiarles  Grayson 
&  Angie 

Mrs.  Dorothy  H.  Kelly 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Curtis  F. 
Johnson 

Miss  (Tiarline  Roby 
Mrs.  .Minnie  Bell  Kendrick 
Mrs.  Geo  Parkman 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Billy  B.  Rawls 
Mrs.  Sam  Kennedy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  N.  Ross  Jr. 
Edwin  G.  Land.  Jr. 

Brenda  k  Dwight 
Doug,  Tenie  &  Faye 
Linda  &  Bruce 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  E.  R.  Lang 
Mr  k  Mrs  Jimmy  Fulce 
.Mr.  Wiley  Lantz 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Morris 
Fannie  Ruth  Lay 
Miss  Helen  Giles 
Miss  Hazel  Lenard 
Mr  k  Mrs.  GiarlesEllis 
Freddie  Dale  Litti^^ 

Floyd  &  .Melba  Howard 
Mr  &  Mrs  George  Myers 
The  Billy  Sherman  Family 
Mr.  Edwin  Lillie 
.Mr.  k  .Mrs.  Jerry  Bergman 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Pat  H.  Shivers 
Mrs.  Noel  Edwin  Little 
Mrs.  Gyde  Dampeer 
Mrs.  Joe  K.  Moore.  Sr. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Scott 
Diane  Logan 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Frank  Gowan  Jr 
William  Alexander  Long.  Sr. 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Billy  F.  Ferrell 
Knox  Lowther 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gyde  Hemphill 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Luckelt 
Mr  li  Mrs.  Carroll  Bruister 
Jr. 

Mr.  Edward  LytUker, 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Hayden  Herring 
Taylor  H.  Maddux 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tommy  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Ethel  Magee 
Mrs.  Mae  B.  Stegall  ** 
Mrs.  Betty  White  Mangrum 
Mrs  Ethel  Mullins 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Larry  Bennett 
Mr  k  Mrs  John  S.  C^rr 
Mr  J  C.  Coker  III 
Louise  Coker 
Mrs.  Venice  M  Peeples 
Mr  k  Mrs.  C  D  Pollan 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Jack  Hofer 
Mrs.  John  Mangam 
Mr.  k  Mrs  R  B  Orr 
J.  J.  Marquez 
Dave,  D^,  and  Mark 
Hoffman 

Dorothy  McCurley 
L.  P.  Marshall 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Carroll  Bruister 
Jr 

Joe  Mathews 
Mrs  Irene  Price 
Mrs.  Henrietta  May 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Tom  Frazier 


Honor  Roll  of  Churches 


EUich  January,  we  review  and  analyze 
cash  gifts  received  in  Village  offices  dur¬ 
ing  the  preceding  calendar  year.  One  of 
the  more  interesting  and  gratifying  facets 
of  this  analysis  is  a  listing  of  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  in  the  order  of  their 
designated  cash  gifts  to  our  ministry  — 
“the  Honor  Roll  of  (Churches”.  In  1986, 
local  Baptist  churches  contributing 

1.  FBC,  Water  Valley.  Yalobusha  6g.  Poplar  Sprin 

2.  FBC,  Jackson.  Hinds  Madison  69.  F^.  Pontot 

3.  FBC,  Vicksburg.  Warren  70.  Pine  Grove, 

4.  HillcTest,  Hinds-Madison  71.  FBC,  Senato 

5.  Rolling  Creek.  CUrke  72.  AlU  Woods. 

6.  Woodville  Heights.  Hinds-Madison  73.  Eupora,  Wet 

7.  Harrisburg,  Lee  74  .N'orihminste 

S.  Morrison  Heights.  Hinds-Madison  75.  Tyiertown,  V 

9.  FBC,  Meridian,  Lauderdale  76.  FBC.  (^fem 

10.  FBC,  Greenville,  Washington  77.  Calvary,  Lee 

U.  Raymond,  Hinds-Madison  78.  FBC,  Anguil 

12.  FEIC,  Indianola.  Sunflower  79.  FBC.  Canton 

13.  FBC,  Gulfport.  Gulf  Coast  80  Ibmple.  Leb 

14.  Broadmoor.  Hinds-Madison  81.  FBC.  Laurel 

15.  FBC.  Louisville,  Winston  82.  FBC.  Amory 

16.  Forest  Baptist.  Scott  83.  FBC,  Lexing 

17.  Daniel  Memorial,  Hinds-Madison  84.  Beulah.  Ma( 

18.  FBC,  Clinton,  Hinds-Madison  85.  WilliamsviU 

19.  Bunker  Hill,  Marion  86.  DeKalb,  Ker 

20.  Parkway,  Hinds-Madison  87.  Gray's  Geel 

21.  FBC,  Aterdeen.  Monroe  88.  Pearl  River 

22.  FBC,  Gystal  Springs.  Copiah  Pearl  River 

23  FBC,  Booneville,  Prentiss  89.  Midway,  Lai 

24.  ML  ^oo,  Northwest  90  Ephesus.  Sc 

25.  Oak  Fdk«L  Hinds-Madison  91.  Macedonia. 

26.  FBC.  Waynesboro,  Wayne  92.  FBC,  Hattie 

27.  FBC,  Florence,  Rankin  93  FBC,  New  A1 

28.  Liberty,  Mississippi  94.  Banner.  Call 

29  FBC.  Olive  Branch.  Northwest  96.  FBC.  RoUing 

30  FBC,  (Dolumbus,  Lzwndes  96.  Zion  Hill,  Mi 

31  FBC,  Brandon,  Rankin  97  Hollandale. ' 

32.  FBC,  Hazlehurst,  Copiah  98.  Springfield, : 

33.  Ingomar,  Union  County  99  South  Corint 

34.  FBC,  McComb,  Pike  100  Mt.  Pleasant 

35.  Briar  Hill.  Rankin  101.  FBC.  (Martha 

36.  Mt.  Moriah.  Lincoln  102.  Elast  Fork,  k 

37  FBC,  Grenada.  Grenada  103.  FBC.  TUpleo 

38.  Moorhead,  Sunflower  104  Hurricane  O 

39.  Meadville  Franklin  105  Mt.  Horeb,  L 

40.  FBC,  Richton,  Perry  106.  FBC,  Winoni 

41.  Thte  Street,  Alcorn  107  Roseland  Pa 

42  FBC,  (Juitman,  Clarke  108.  Providence. 

43.  Emmanuel.  Washington  109.  Galilee.  Miss 

44.  Sylvarena,  Smith  110.  Bethsaida,  N 

45.  Liberty,  Union  County  HI.  Tbylor,  Lafay 

46.  Fairview,  Lowndes  112.  F^,  C^luml 

47  Indian  Springs.  Perry  113.  Indian  Sprin 

48.  North  Batesville,  Panola  114.  Union  Smin 

49.  Phalli,  Jeff-Davis  115.  FBC.  Natch* 

50  FBC,  Itta  Bena.  LeFlore  116  Grace  Mem< 

51.  Van  Winkle.  Hinds-Madison  117  Shuqiulak.  ! 

52.  State  Boulevard.  Lauderdale  118  Amaziah.  Ui 

53.  Noxapater,  Winston  119  Navilla.  Pita 

54.  FBC.  Bruce.  Calhoun  120.  .McDoweU  Ri 

55  FBC.  Calhoun  Gty,  Calhoun  121  .Mt  Zion.  Sii 

56.  FBC.  Leland.  Washington  122.  Lexie.  Walth 

57.  Unity.  Pearl  River  123.  Union.  Claii 

58.  Colonial  Heights,  Hinds-Madison  124.  Fellawship.  I 

59.  Shiloh.  Calhoun  125  East  Philadi 

60.  Calvary.  Hinds-Madison  126  Second.  Gre 

61.  FBC.  Greenwood,  LeFlore  127.  .New  Harmoi 

62.  FBC.  West  Point,  Gay  128.  Mam  Street, 

63  .Morgantown.  Adams  129  Kolola  Sprin 

64.  HiglUand.  Lauderdale  130.  FBC.  Ckildwi 

65.  FBC.  Charleston.  ThlUhatchie  131  FBC,  CorinU 

66  Northwest  Bapt  Assn  .  Northwest  132.  Salem.  Hind 

67  FBC,  Picayune,  Pearl  River  133  FBC.  Marks, 


designated  operating  gifts,  in  at^  amount, 
to  our  ministry,  aggregated  1534.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Convention  Board  offices,  there 
are  1974  different  cooperating  churches  in 
the  State.  Of  these,  198  made  operating 
gifts  of  $1,0(X).00  or  more  to  the  B(TV  and 
were  received  in  our  offices  during  1986 
by  December  31.  Accinxling  to  our  records, 
these  “top  198”  churches  are: 


68.  Poplar  Springs.  LucedaJe 

69.  F^,  Pontotoc.  Pontotoc 

70.  Pine  Grove,  Lauderdale 

71.  FBC,  Senatobia,  Northwest 

72.  Alta  Woods,  Hinds-Madison 

73.  Eupora,  Webster 

74  .N'orthminster.  Hinds-Madison 

75.  Tyiertown,  Walthall 

76.  FBC.  Coffeeville,  Yalobusha 

77.  Calvary,  Lee 

78.  FBC,  Anguilla,  Sharkey-lsaq. 

79.  FBC.  Canton.  Hinds-Madison 
80  Tbmple.  Lebanon 

81.  FBC.  Laurel.  Jones 

82.  FBC.  Amory,  Monroe 

83.  FBC.  Lexington.  Holmes 

84.  Beulah.  Magee.  Simpson 

85.  Williamsville.  Attala 

86.  DeKalb.  Kemper 

67.  Gray's  Geek,  Northwest 

88.  Pearl  River  Bapt  Assn.. 

Pearl  River 

89.  Midway,  Lauderdale 

90  Ephesus.  Scott  — 

91.  Macedonia.  Lee 

92.  FBC.  Hattiesburg.  Lebanon 

93  FBC,  New  Albany,  Union  County 

94.  Banner.  Calhoun 

96.  FBC,  RoUing  Fork.  Sharkey  -lsaq. 

96.  Zion  HiU,  Mississippi 

97  Hollandale.  Washington 

98.  Springfield,  Scott 

99  Smith  Corinth.  Aicom 

100.  Mt.  Pleasant.  Holmes 

101.  FBC.  Carthage.  Leake 

102.  Elast  Fork,  Mississippi 

103.  FBC.  TUpleo,  Lee 

104  Hurricane  Creek,  Marion 

105  Mt.  Horeb.  Lauderdale 
106.  FBC.  Winona.  Montgomery 
107  Roseland  Park,  Pearl  River 

108.  Providence.  Bolivar 

109.  Galilee.  Mississippi 

110.  Bethsaida.  Montgomery 

111.  Thylor,  Lafayette 

112.  F'BC.  Glumbia,  Marion 

113.  Indian  Springs.  Jones 

114.  Union  Sminary,  Jasper 

115.  FBC.  Natchez.  Adams 

116.  Grace  Memorial,  (^f  Coast 

117  Shuqualak.  Noxubee 

118  Amaziah.  Union  County 

119  Navilla.  Pike 

120.  .McDoweU  Road.  Hinds-Madison 

121.  .Mt.  Zion.  Simpson 

122.  Lexie.  Walthall 

123.  Union.  Clarke 

124.  Fellawship.  Lauderdale 

125  EUist  Philadelphia.  Neshoba 

126  Second.  Greenville  Washington 

127.  .New  Harmony.  Union  Cbunty 

128.  Main  Street.  Lebanon 
129  Kolola  Spring.  Loundes 

130.  FBC.  Coldwater.  .Nortlmest 

131.  FBC.  Corinth.  Alcorn 

132.  Salem.  Hinds-Madison 
133  FBC.  Marks,  (juitman 


Mrs.  Lottie  McCaffrey 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Robert  E  Smith 
Annie  Bell  McDaniel 
Stanton  Baptist  CTuirch 
Janies  Eddie  McGaugh 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Larry  Bennett 
Mrs.  Lida  McLemore 
Randy  Broome  Family 
Giarlotte  k  Gerry  Broome 
Mr.  Charles  McNeil 
Mr.  6i  Mrs  Ray  I.  Cross 
Debliie  Gaye  Odom  Mercer 
Mr.  C.  W  Odom 
Sidney  Mercer 
Ann  Dye 
James  .Moore 
Mrs  Jean  Blister 
Joey  C.  .Morris 
Mrs  R.  M  Riley  Sr. 

Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Morton 
Mrs  L.  B  Morris 
Mrs.  Hettie  Mosley 
Joe  6i  Nellie  McCain 
Mother  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Andrews 
Mr  k  Mrs  J.  A.  Coleman 
.Mr.  BUI  Berry 
Mr  k  Mrs  Tommy  Parker 
Captain  John  T.  Mnrdock 
Mr  k  Mrs  James  T 
Me  Neely 
Bert  Murphy 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Guy  McClure 
Jim  Myatt 

Mr  ii  Mrs  Bill  Beard 
Ms  Amy  C.  Beard 
.Mrs.  Siw  Neely  _ 

Bill  k  Jane  DeGnichy 


Mr  k  Mrs.  David  Guynes 
Mr.  Ic  Mrs  Elbert  Guynes 
SeUiirk  Metalbestor  Elastem 
Region 

Sue  Taylor  Neely 
Vernon  k  Hazel  Hathcock 
Floyd  Nichols 
Mr  k  Mrs  R  J  Boyte 
Dr,lr’Mrs  Wm  F  Everett 
A.  B.\N.lde 
Ann  Dye 
.Suzanne  Nobles 
Dr.  k  Mrs  Lewis  Nobles 
Miss  Jessie  Van  Osdel 
Mrs  James  D.  Cox  Jr. 
Grover  Peaks 
Mr  k  Mrs  Bob  Wade 
Mrs.  Irene  Perry 
Mr  k  Mrs  T  W  Speed  A 
Family 

Mr.  J.  D.  Phillips 
,  Mr  k  Mrs  Norris  L 
Stampley 

Mr.  Roscoe  Phillips 
Ms  Angie  W  Anderson 
Mr.  William  Porter 
Mrs  Tom  S  Glenn 
Mr.  N.  I.  Presson 
Mr  k  Mrs  Norris  L 
Stampley 

Mrv  Eva  Mae  Price 
Mr  S  S  Massey 
Fannie  Mar  Rainey 
The  Garrisons 

Mrs.  Fannie  Hopkins  Rainey 
Mrs  John  T  Wilkinson  Jr 
Mr.  H.  C.  Rainey 
Mr  k  Mrs  Hal  Scrivner 


134  Crenshaw,  Panola 
135.  FBC.  Yazoo  Gty,  Yazoo 
136  Central.  Pearl  River 
137.  Ebenezer,  Mississippi 
138  Society  HUl,  Jeff-Davis 

139.  FBC.  Mendenhall.  Simpson 

140.  F'BC,  Saiths.  Panola 

141.  Mantee,  Webster 

142.  Antioch.  Jeff  Davis 

143  Bethlehm,  Alcorn 

144  Paul  Truitt,  Rankin 

145  FBC.  GeveUnd.  Bolivar 

146  Puckett,  Rankin 

147  .Morgan  (Tiapel.  Oktibbeha 

148  Liberty,  Smith 

149  Pearson,  Rankin 

150  Enon.  Walthall 

151.  Crestview,  Lebanon 

152.  FBC.  Union,  Newton 
,  153  Calvary.  Gay 

154  Eldna.  Marion 

155.  SaUis,  Attala 

156.  FBC.  Brookhaven.  Lincoln 

157.  FBC.  New  Augusta.  Perry 

158.  Pocahontas.  Hinds-Madi^ 

159.  Bouie  Street,  Lebanon 
160  FBC.  Bikni.  GuU  Giast 

161.  FBC.  Summit.  Pike 

162.  FBC,  Pascag(iula,  Jackson 

163.  Grifnth  Memorial.  Hinds-Mad. 

164.  Roxie.  Friuiklin 

165.  Alexander  Memorial.  Washington 
166  Heidelberg.  Jasper 

167.  West  Laurel.  Jones 

168.  .Macedonia,  Union  County 
169  Seminary,  Givington 

170.  Rienzi,  Alcorn 

171.  (^vary,  LeFlore 

172.  Flora.  Hinds-Madison 

173.  Freedom.  Jones 
174  Bethlehem,  Scott 

175.  Cary.  Sharkey-lsaq 

176.  Graceland.  Jackstm 

177.  FBC,  Purvis.  Lamar 
178  Haitly.  Grenada 

179.  Old  Silver  Creek.  Lawrence 

180.  Oak  Grove,  Simpson 

181  Cohmial  Hills,  Northwest 
182.  New  Prospect.  Lincoln 
183  Pleasant  HUL  Clarke 

184.  New  Hope,  Lauderdale 

185.  FBC.  Starkville.  Okitbbeha 

186.  Gaston.  PrenstUs 
187  Bethlehem.  Simpson 
188.  Tuscola,  Leake 

189  .North  Winona.  Montgomery 

190  FBC.  Magee.  Simpson 
191.  Central,  Pike 

192  Gallman.  Copiah 

193  Bolton.  Hinds-Madison 

194  West  Baptist  Church.  Holmes 

195  .Mt.  Zion.  Rankin 

196  (Georgetown.  (Gopiab 

197  Southside.  Hinds-Madison 
196.  Forest  Hill,  Hinds-Madison 


Robert  M.  Randall 
Mrs  Jim  G  Giesteen 
Ben  M.  Rawls  ' 

Dr  k  Mrs  James  H  Brewer 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Mark  Scruggs 
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Choctaws  help  write,  edit 
new  Indian  SS  quarterlies 


Bv  Anne  W.  McWilliams 
The  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  is 
de\’eloping  Sunday  School  curriculum 
now  for  the  American  Indian,  a  first 
in  the  nation  for  Southern  Baptists. 

Sunday  School  adult  quarterlies  are 
now  be’ing  written  by  Indians  for  In¬ 
dian  churches.  Of  eight  writers  and 
two  editors,  two  are  Choctaws  and  live 
in  Mississippi.  Lee  Bacon.  Philadel¬ 
phia.  interirn  director  of  missions. 
New  Choctaw  Baptist  Association,  is 
writing  a  unit  on  “The  Greatness  of 
God"  (Psalm  104)  to  appear  in  the 
quarter  beginning  October..  1988. 
Calvin  Isaac.  Philadelphia,  principal 
of  the  Indian  School  at  Conehatta  and 
a  former  chief  of  the  Choctaws,  is  one 
of  the  editors 

VThe  quarterlies  in  Indian  version 
are  to  lx*  written  in  a  way  to  which  In¬ 
dians  can  relate.  ’  said  Bacon.  ‘  We  are 
trying  to  use  illustrations  geared  to 
the  way  Indians  think.  For  instance, 
the  Indian  has  a  special  appreciation 
for  nature,  and  I  am  keeping  this  in 
mind  as  1  write  the  unit  on  the 
greatness  of  God." 

“I  think  this  will  help  promote  uni- 
4y  among  the  many  Indian  tribes." 
^acon  added  Since  the  nearly  two 
rfplion  American  Indians  speak 
«-*‘^rious  tribal  languages,  the 
quarterlies  will  be  published  in 
English.  Bacon  said  someone  once^ 
asked  him.  “Do  ail  of  you  speak  In¬ 
dian?” 

They  went  to  Nashville  in 
November  with  other  writers  and 
editors  for  a  week  of  intensive  train¬ 
ing.  Other  writers  include  Eddie  Lind¬ 
sey.  Oklahoma;  Russell  Begaye, 
Texas;  Allan  Colbert.  Oklahorha; 
Emerson  Falls.  California;  Betty 
Rodgers,  North  Carolina;  Edna 
Romero.  New  Mexico;  and  Harriet 
Hinman.  Oklahoma.  Helen  Begaye. 
Texas,  is  the  other  editor. 

Two  writers  are  working  together 
on  each  quarter  s  assignments,  one 
doing  the  lesson  commentary  and  the 
other  procedures.  Harriet  Hinman  is 
working  on  the  unit  with  Lee  Bacon. 
Bacon  is  doing  the  commentary.  Both 
Teacher  and  Pupil  quarterlies  are 
included 

“We  must  go  by  three  rules."  Bacon 
said.  “The  lessons  must  be  spiritual; 
they  must  be  biblical;  and  they  must 
be  doctrinal  (according  to  Southern 
Baptist  doctrine)." 

“Five  thousand  of  the  quarterlies 
will  be  published  in  the  beginning  " 
Isaac  noted.  “Units  will  be  listed  on 
church  literature  order  blanks  and 
catalogues  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Indian  churches.  Then,  if  the  demand 
.  is  high  enough,  more  may  be  publish¬ 
ed.  Once  this  is  set  up.  we  hope  the 


Lee  Bacon,  left,  and  Calvin  Isaac,  right  Choctaws,  discuss  the  Sunday  School  cur¬ 
riculum  they  are  helping  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  to  develop  for  the  American 
Indian  Mr  Bacon  is  interim  director  of  missions.  New  Choctaw  Baptist  Association. 
Mr  Isaac  is  principal  of  the  Indian  School  at  Conehatta. 


series  can  be  continued.” 

Later,  quarterli^  for  children  may 
be  added.  Also.  Indian  versions  of 
manuals  are  being  considered  for 
publication  by  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  in  various  areas  of  church 
development,  such  as  music.  Church 
Training,  church  administration,  the 
church  architectural  service,  church 
recreation,  family  ministry,  church 
library,  and  student  ministry. 

Indians  are  also  doing  the  artwork 
for  the  quarterlies.  One  of  the  il¬ 
lustrators  will  be  Jimmy  Anderson, 
Creek  Indian,  a  Home  Mission  Board 
appointed  Indian  church  developer  for 
the  Oklahoma  Baptist  Convention. 
•Approximately  95  percent  of  all 
American  Indians  have  yet  to  be  sav¬ 
ed,"  Anderson  told  Barbara  Denman, 
writer  for  WMU,  SBC.  “Our  Indian 
people  need  Jesus  Christ." 

There  are  460  Indian  congregations 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Among  Mississippi’s  6,000  Choctaws 
are  ten  Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
two  missions.  The  Bold  Mission  goal 
for  new  Indian  churches  across  the 
country  is  80  Mississippi’s  goal  is  four, 
to  push  the  total  to  14.  said  Bacon. 
Bacon  and  Isaac  both  say  that  they 
perceive  writing  as  one  means  of 
ministry  to  their  own  people. 

Lee  Bacon,  an  Oklahoma  Choctaw, 
wasl>orn  at  Antlers.  Before  he  began 
work  as  New  Choctaw  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  last  November,  he  had  previous¬ 
ly  been  director  of  student  services  at 
thj^  Pearl  River  Indian  School  near 
f^iiladelphia  A  Mississippi  Choctaw 
led  him  to  Christ  when  he  was  13. 
Later  he  married  a  Mississippi  Choc¬ 
taw,  Cornelia  Isaac.  They  have  three 
children.  Keith,  Tressie.  and  Melvin. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Chilocco  Indian 
School,  Chilocco,  Oklahoma,  and  has 


a  B.S.  degree  in  business  education 
from  Southwestern  at  Winfield,  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  M  S.  degree  in  counseling 
education  from  Central  State  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Edmond,  Oklahoma,  plus  30 
hours  toward  a  specialist  degree  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 

Mr.  Bacon  helped  to  establish,  the 
Pearl  River  Baptist  Church  for  Indian 
people  whose  first  language  was  not 
Choctaw.  He  is  Sunday  School  direc¬ 
tor  and  deacon  there,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
t  Calvin  Isaac  is  the  son  of  a  Baptist 
pastor,  the  late  B.D.  Isaac.  In  1975,  the 
Mississippi  Choctaws  elected  him 
their  chief,  by  poplar  vote.  Since  his 
tenure  as  chief,  he  has-been  principal 
in  succession  of  three  schools,  in¬ 
cluding  his  present  job  at  Conehatta. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Canaan  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Leake  County,  where 
sinc^  the  age  of  ten  he  had  been 
pianist  most  of  the  time.  Also  he  has 
been  the  church’s  Sunday  School 
director  and  song  leader. 

Mr.  Isaac  was  the  first  Mississippi 
Choctaw  to  earn  a  graduate  degree. 
After  his  graduation  from  Meridian 
High  School  he  earned  a  bachelor’s 
degree  in  music  education  from  Delta 
State  University  and  a  master’s 
degree  in  elementary  education  from 
Mississippi  State.  He  has  done 
postgraduate  study  at  University  of 
Tulsa,  George  Washington  University, 
Mississippi  State,  and  Northern 
Arizona  University. 

Through  writing,  these  two  will  be 
reaching  their  Indian  brothers  and 
sisters  for  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  turn 
teaching  them  to  reach  out  to  others. 
They  and  other  Southern  Baptists  can 
help  to  evangelize  American  Indians 
by  giving  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering. 


—  To  win  the  more  than  1.5  million  unsaved  American  Indians,  home  missionary 
Jimmy  Anderson,  a  full-blooded  Creek  Indian,  has  established  a  network  between 
the  460  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  the  SBC.  Support  Anderson  through  the  An¬ 
nie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering.  (HMB  Photo) 


Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 

.'larch  1-8,  1987 


Called  to  Splendor:  Nelson  L. 
Price;  Broadman,  pp.  143.  pp. 

The  author  is  pastor  of  Roswell 
Street  Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  and  is 
currently  president  of  the  Pastor’s 
Conference  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

^  He  says,  “The  most  exciting  aspect 
of  life  is  responding  to  the  call,  the 
summons  of  God!”  He  stresses  that 
the  first  call  is  to  salvation  and  then 
to  strength,  stability,  and  many 
others. 

There  are  seven  chapters  in  the 
book,  each  dealing  with  a  different 
summons.  laaddition  to  the  previous¬ 
ly  named  summons,  the  author  deals 
with  the  call  to  sharing,  summoned  to 
a  stellar  faith  (showmanship),  to  sen¬ 
sibility  (the  word  of  God),  serenity, 
and  significance. 

It  would  be  good  reading  for  any 
Christian.  I  wouldn’t  say  it  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  book  but  a  good  book.  .— 
Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts.  Bluff  Springs 
Church,  Magnolia.  • 

The  Best  Pastor  You  Ever  Had; 
Jimmy  Reader;  Dorrance  &  Com¬ 
pany,  Publishers,  Bryn  Mawr,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  $4.95,  33  pp. 

The  author  was  ordained  to  the 
gospel  ministry  in  1970  and  is  now  an 
American  Baptist  Minister. 

The  book  contains  six  chapters  and 
encourages  its  readers  to  do  various 
things  to  help  their  pastors.  By  doing 
so,  their  pastors  would  be  the  best 
pastor  they’ve  ever  had.  In  chapter 
two  he  enc(Hirages  his  readers  to  sup¬ 
port  their  pastors. 

The  book  would  probably  be  helpful 
for  church  members  to  read. 

Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor. 
Bluff  Springs  Church,  Magnolia. 

Go-Givers  in  a  Go-Getter  World; 
Paul  W.  Powell;  Broadman  Press, 
Nashville,  144  pp. 

Paul  Powell  is  the  pastor  of  the 
Green  Acres  Baptist  Church.  Tyler, 
Tx..  and  is  president  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas.  He  has 
authored  several  Broadman  books. 

In  this  particular  book  the  author 
says,  “My  plea  is  simple:  it  is  time 
to  refocus  our  thinking  on  the  building 
of  evangelistic  churches  that  can 
reach  and  keep  converts.  This  should 
be  the  central  part  of  our  evangelistic 
strategy.”  4 

In  13  chapters  the  author  seeks  to 


encourage  and  motivate  Christians  to 
be  about  the  business  of  building  New 
Testament  churches.  Some  of  his 
chapter  titles  are  “Risktakers/Care- 
takers/Undertakers,”  “Grow  th  with 
Integrity,”  “The  Power  and  Potential 
for  Growth,”  “Knowing  the  times  and 
meeting  the  needs,”  and  “Worship 
that  wins.” 

In  each  chapter  the  author 
discusses  a  different  aspect  of  what 
is  needed  to  grow  an  evangelistic 
church. 

As  one  might  expect,  this  is  main¬ 
ly  a  book  of  sermons  on  church 
growth. 

Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor. 
Bluff  Springs  Church.  Magnolia. 


The  best  preacher  is  one  who  keeps 
right  on  living  his  sermon  after  he 
comes  out  of  the  pulpit. 


.According  to  the  Pardon  and  Parole 
Board.  87  per  cent  of  the  inmates  in 
Texas  prisons  are  there  because  of 
alcohol-related  crimes. 

The  biggest  mistake  many  of  us 
make  is  to  work  ourselves  to  (leath  so 
we  can  live  better! 
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